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Pastor’s Corner

Reading through a report from the
Shiloh Association, given in 2007, I
noted the DOM at that time Bro. Ron
Davidson shared “The modern Missionary movement was born in the
local Association in Nottingham England in 1792 When William Carey
proposed to his association the sending of missionaries to “heathen” populations.” For 225 years the ministry
of missions has continued. I am thankful for this ministry and through the
Livengood fund we are enablers for
those who can make this ministry a
reality.
Have you ever paused to ask yourself,
Why do we have an Association?
I have all my life been involved in the
Association with the Church where I
was a member at that time, but until I
came to serve the Alpha Association
as your DOM did I ever ask myself
the question I am now asking you the
reader. Why do we have an Association.
Likely on a one on one I would get
different responses to this question
based on different criteria.
Hopefully I will be able to better answer some of these questions at our
Fall meeting which will be held at
Tom’s Creek this year, starting at
4:30 on the 19th of Oct.
Do you like statics? Check this out

According to the National and International Religion Report, the average Mormon gives over 7% of his or her income to
the church. That’s more than any orthodox Christian denomination. What’s
more, the wealthiest 20% of American
Christians give a smaller portion of their
income to their church than the poorest
20%. Those in high income brackets give
an average of 1.6% (98.4% kept) of their
income annually. Those in the low bracket
give 3.4% (96.6% kept) annually. Dr. J.H.
Jowett said, “Ministry that costs nothing
accomplishes nothing.”
Dr. Roy Lauren tells of a Christian businessman traveling to Korea, “In a field by
the side of the road was a young man pulling a plow while an old man held the handles. The businessman was amused and
took a snapshot of the scene. ‘That is curious! I suppose these people are very
poor,’ he said to the missionary who was
interpreter and guide to the party. ‘Yes,’
was the quiet reply, ‘those two men happen to be Christians. When their church
was being built, they were eager to give
something toward it; but they had no
money. So they decided to sell their one
and only ox and give the proceeds to the
church. This spring they are pulling the
plow themselves.’ The businessman was
silent for some moments. Then he said,
‘That must have been a real sacrifice.’
‘They did not call it that,’ said the missionary. ‘They rather thought it was fortunate
that they had an ox to sell.’ Needless to
say, the businessman was silent. When he
reached home, however, he took the picture to his pastor and told him all about it.
Then he added, ‘I want to double my giving to the church, and do some plow
work. Up until now I have never given
God anything that involved real sacrifice.’”
Blessings, Pastor James
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Update on Gabe Stone.
Praise be to God Gabe has seen
a dramatic correction in both his
lower and upper back . The last
doctor report was very encouraging.
Gabe will still have to wear the
brace (with a new brace every
year) and do the therapy for
years to come but he has moved
from over a 90 % curve to 71%
in his lower back and significant
improvement in his upper back
as well.
Please keep the Stones in your
prayers.
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DON’T MISS THE MARK!

Andy Ledford

Speakers and Special Guests

Andy is the director of Point of
Need Ministries, a Christ-centered
recovery ministry in Marietta,
Georgia.

Jim Cain
Jim’s practical approach to ministry is
down home, real, and based on a 21st
Century mentality. Jim stated; “God
hasn’t changed and the Bible hasn’t
changed, but we have changed in so
many ways. The question to answer is,
how do we live in the modern world
while retaining God’s ways, obeying scripture, and
keeping our spiritual values?”
Jim is from Tennessee, in love with his wife Mary, has
three children and one stepson. He is driven – but caring, direct – but compassionate, unpretentious – while
bold; yet he loves the simplicity of life, family, and serving others. He is currently serving as Pastor of Faith
Baptist Church in Linden, TN

Steve Holt
Church Services Director
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board
Steve Holt serves as director of the
Church Services Group of the Tennessee
Baptist Mission Board in Franklin, Tennessee. Prior to coming to the TBMB staff,
Steve served for over 17 years as a pastor in Northeast
Tennessee. He is a graduate of Carson-Newman University
and holds a Doctor of Ministry degree in Evangelism and
Church Growth from The Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. Steve is married to Donna Parton Holt and has three sons.

Andy brings a message of hope
wrapped in a unique sense of humor He and his wife Tammy have
been blessed to be in this ministry
for almost 20 years. The ministry serves as a resource to
the community as well as many of the area’s churches by
providing support to those struggling with issues such as
drug and alcohol addiction, sexual abuse and sexual addiction, and mental health issues. Andy and Tammy are
both native to Marietta and have three children and eleven grandchildren.

William Grey
William is presently the Pastor at
Bear Spring Baptist Church in Dover, TN. He retired as Director of
Missions in Judson, Stewart and
Truett Baptist Association in Tennessee. He served there for 30
years.
My wife, Linda and I are originally from Logan Co. Kentucky, We have four children, seven grandchildren and
three great grandchildren.
I am a graduate of Mid-Continent Baptist College (served
as Trustee several times) and Friendship Graduate
School, both in Kentucky. I have also attended Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky.
William has preached over 400 Revivals and led missions
trip in several countries.

Worship with

Jamie Worley

Jimbo Andrews
Archery Demonstration
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Friday October 27, 2017
Friday’s dinner provided by the ladies of
the Alpha WMU

Dinner 5-6:30
1st Session 7 PM
Worship with Jamie Worley
Message Steve Holt
2nd Session 8:15
Worship with Jamie Worley
Message Andy Ledford

October 20-21, 2017
Harvest Weekend
for Women
DON’T MISS
THE MARK!

Saturday October 28,
2017
Morning Prayer Time 7:00
am
Breakfast 8:00 am
3rd Session 9 am
Worship with Jamie Worley
Message Jim Cain
Break for Check-out 10:30
4th Session 10:45
Worship sing
Message William Grey

Lunch with Andy Ledford 12:00 pm
Archery Demo on the grounds with

at FBC, Hohenwald
Make Plans To Join Us!!
Mark your calendars NOW for this year’s Harvest Weekend for Women at FBC, Hohenwald.
Our speaker this year will be Marie Armenia.
Her mother, Molly Bruno, was an example for
The Kendrick Brothers as they were writing the
script for the #1 Movie - “War Room” and they
refer to her as "The Modern Day Miss Clara."
Marie is married to Phil & they have one son &
three grandchildren. She is a songwriter, as well
as a writer of books & articles in Christian magazines.

Jimbo Andrews

At the Retreat this weekend, you can purchase
Marie’s book. “How To Make A Meatball”.
All sessions and prayer times are
located in the new sanctuary

We hope you will join us for HWW this year at
FBC, Hohenwald!
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Diaster Relief Trailer Is GONE!
Ruth Rodenberg

Sunday the 17th of September I stopped by the
office to pick up something. I really can’t remember what it was that was so important.
Something was though so I stopped on the
way to church. I do remember vividly cresting the hill of the driveway, looking straight
at the wide open space that once held the Disaster Relief Trailer and wondering “Wow,
Marty must have taken the trailer”.
Now most of you know that Marty Turbeville
is the new Disaster Relief Director. It was
Marty’s intent in the near future to take the
trailer, go over all the equipment and make
sure that it was ready for use. So when I saw
the trailer missing, that was my only thought.
Monday morning came and it is the habit of
your Associational staff to take time in the
morning to pray for you all. So the conversation did not get around to the trailer until Bro
James stepped into the back room. He looked
out the window to the spot where the trailer
once sat. Curious he investigated. On the
ground where the trailer should be, lay only a
pocket knife. Left we assume by the person
responsible. We then decided we had better
check with Marty to see if he knew about the
missing 18 ft. trailer. Of course Marty had no
idea and at that very moment a sense of dread
filled our hearts.
It was stolen!
Now most of you have experienced something akin to this in your lifetime, I’m sure. It
is still a truly violating feeling to know that
someone drove up here and intentionally took
that trailer.
The police were contacted for a formal report,
also the insurance company to report the loss.
Life goes on. At least that is what I thought
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but the sense of indignity swelled and I found
myself following suspect trailers across the
county. Taking pictures of a trailer that
“look” like Alpha’s. Finally the insurance
adjustor suggested that I probably should
leave the detective work to the professionals.
The disposition of the trailer settlement has
not yet been established but we will keep you
informed as the process goes forward. We are
covered so praise the Lord for that.

Fall Meeting Time!
All messengers are
called to duty!
This year we will be at Tom’s Creek Baptist Church for the Annual. October 19th.
4:30 pm Registration begins. The meeting
will proceed then at precisely 5 pm.
We will all have an opportunity to hear our
new DoM as he presents the message
this year.
Invitations have been sent to all messengers that I am aware of. If you have been
elected a new messenger please advise
the office as soon as you can. We want to
welcome everyone properly. We can’t do
the work of your Association without you.
If you have not received an invitation yet
please do not hesitate to contact me, it
may be that I have not been made aware
of your position, or I have inadvertently
overlooked someone. I promise you I am
human.
Thank you all for all that you do.
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HOMER
by Tammy Lovell Stone

Today I want to tell
you the tragic story
of Homer the guinea. Homer was
originally one of a
dozen guineas until
the morning we
awoke to discover a
plethora of dead
birds on the road leading to our house. I
cannot say for sure but evidently Homer's
family had been massacred by a fast moving automobile. The car literally plowed
through the flock and apparently never
looked back. It was sad really. They lay
quiet and still while the live guineas seemed
to be waiting for them to, once again, move
about.
After the car incident Homer was one of
four. They stuck together like glue. Everywhere one went all would follow. I honestly
can't tell you which one Homer was. They
never let us get that close. We just admired
them from afar. But I can tell you that just
one short year later would find Homer traveling his familiar route alone.
I think there are times that Homer is lonely
even though he grazes throughout the day
with our chickens. He is a bird but he is not
exactly like any other bird on our farm. He
does not have family or friends of his kind.
Many times I notice him hanging out on the
front porch peering in our window. I think
he finds comfort in the familiarity of his reflection; because, he will stand on the porch
for hours just looking and eating bugs. He
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seems satisfied to have found his people but
it is only an illusion.
This is how it can be for that lone Christian
that thinks they are okay wondering the
world and not in fellowship with other Christians. Any child of God needs interaction and
contact with other children of God. We need
to be reminded we do not walk this path
alone nor were we ever meant to. But this
world feels pretty lonely sometimes, doesn't
it.
We are not part of this world and we will
never really fit in as long as we live for Jesus.
But isn't that the point. We are to stand out.
Not in an “in your face” kind of way. But, in
a way that brings glory to our God and shows
the world we have something worth preserving in our relationship with Him.
But we like Homer don't always get to
choose the path our lives will take. That is all
the more reason to cling to Gods Word and
desire fellowship with our fellow Christians.
We need our batteries recharged and our
mind refocused. Sharing each other’s burdens lightens the load for all.
Unless God has called us to be a Christian set
apart for a lone specific work, we are to gather among our kind (Gods Children). Otherwise, we, like Homer, could become diluted
about who we are and why God sent us here.
The reflection we see in the mirror many not
be a true depiction of our circumstances. It
could be an illusion established by the enemy.
Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law
of Christ. For if anyone thinks himself to be
something, when he is nothing, he deceives him-
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Moderator: Keith Fulton
Vice-Moderator:

Treasurer:
Clerk:

Becky Hamilton
Ruth Rodenberg

The Alpha Bit Volume 28 Issue 1

Join us as we hear first
hand how God changed
Jaki's life using a gift filled
shoe box. Bring a group
and inspire your church
to pack more boxes this
year when they hear Jaki's
story! More shoe boxes
= more kids reached for
Christ! Free coffee, juice
and donuts!
To RSVP or for questions,
call Tracy at 931-3068568.
OCC Kick-off Event
Saturday, October 14, 2017
8:00 - 9:30 am
First Baptist Church
103 S. Oak, Hohenwald, TN 38462

JAKI STEWARD was left at an orphanage in Guatemala by her young mother
when she was only a few months old. Sharing a room with 12 other girls, Jaki
learned to protect the few possessions she had.
One December, when Jaki was 5 years old, she received an Operation Christmas
Child shoebox gift. Cuddling the stuffed animal she received in her shoebox, Jaki
felt special, loved and cared for. She had something to call her own. One year later, she was adopted into a family in the United States and she started packing
shoeboxes to share the love of Jesus with other children like herself. To hear
about God’s love in her life, please join us for a special time of Jaki sharing her
testimony.
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Is the Cooperative Program an effective strategy for the 21st Century?
The Cooperative Program is more relevant now than ever before. The Cooperative Program has worked since
1925 and will work for years and decades to come if Southern Baptists will recover their passionate Great Commission focus and genuine spirit of cooperation.
Here are the basic components of the strategy:




Providing resources that disciple believers in a biblical understanding of stewardship.
Strengthen churches by providing stewardship resources that support and promote Cooperative Program Education.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MONTHLY RECEIPTS
OCTOBER 2017
Royal Ambassadors Camp-o-Ree Linden
Valley

13-14
19

Annual Fall Meeting Tom’s Creek Baptist
Church, Linden

20-21
Harvest Women’s Weekend
26

Ladies Bible Study Alpha Office

27-28

Men’s Conference

NOVEMBER 2017 DISASTER RELIEF MONTH
2

Care Net Banquet

4

Women’s World Day of Prayer

5

Daylight Savings Time

13-15

Summit Hendersonville, TN

Beginning Balance
Bread of Life
Calvary Bible
Centerville, 1st
Cross Roads
East Hickman
Edgewood
Fairfield
Faith
Flatwoods
Garrett
Highland
Hohenwald, 1st
Lick Creek
Linden, 1st
Lobelville, 1st
Maple Valley
New Beginnings
New Hope
New Life
Pine Grove
Pinewood, 1st
Piney
Swan Creek
Tom's Creek
Wrigley
Total Church Giving

September 2017

LIVENGOOD

$58.00
$78.91
$100.00

$672.23
$100.65
$68.70
$57.00
$519.00
$556.00
$418.76
$125.01
$88.14

$403.29
$37.50
$140.00
$1,338.53
$4,761.72

$66.00

$139.58

$100.00
$305.58

October
Birthdays and Anniversaries
15

Glenda Chatham, FBC Centerville

17

Vernie Jones, Edgewood

25

Angel Falls, Africa

27

Beth Brown, Bread of Life

30

Bert Spann, Hohenwald 1st

Youth Director. If you feel God is calling you in
that direction please do not hesitate to contact James Parham DOM or the nominating
committee.

Contact Us at : PO Box 219 Office: 931.729.4571 alphaba1960@gmail.com

