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As a young man being a Pastor, I
don’t think I fully understood
the term “Pastor”. Today I love
the title.
My father
Pastor, I
“Fortunate
has a good
Pastor”.

was a bi-vocational
recall him saying,
is the Church that
speaker, and a good

At the time I had no clue as to
what he meant. I remember him
also saying, “Brother so and so
doesn’t have a Pastor’s heart”.
Maybe I have reached a different
level age wise, or maybe I have
come to understand the term
better from a Biblical standpoint.
Take for instance, someone
say’s, read me a good Biblical
passage about being a Pastor
and you immediately go to Psa.
23.
This passage is often referred to
as the “Shepherd Psalm”. Our
society today is somewhat
removed from the application of
what this means. Since I raise

sheep I am familiar with their
habits and their vulnerability.
Sheep are totally defenseless
and are referred to as “a prey
animal”. Coyotes eat sheep so it
is my responsibility to protect
them. I can’t imagine what my
life might be like without the
protection of God’s great mighty
power, remember,
Psa 34:7 The angel of the
LORD encampeth round
about them that fear him,
and delivereth them.
Now since I’m bearing my heart,
let me say, “I love the ministry”,
every pastor has had his Elijah
moment when they just wanted
to throw in the towel but like
Jeremiah who said,
Jer 20:9 Then I said, I will
not make mention of him,
nor speak any more in his
name. But his word was in
mine heart as a burning fire
shut up in my bones, and I
was weary with forbearing,
and I could not stay.
In Closing may I say, Father
thank you for allowing me to be
a small part of such a wonderful
calling.
Blessings in Christ,
Pastor James
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Thank you to all who have expressed their heart felt condolences over the passing of my
father Stanley Lightfoot Jr.
It has really meant a lot to me.
The Memorial service will be
held on the 18th of November
at Bethany Bible Church, 810 E.
Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI
48111.
I will tell you more about my
amazing father later but for
now I just want to thank you
for caring.
God bless
Ruth Rodenberg
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Christmas Banquet for Pastor’s
and Wives plus the Executive
Board and spouses!
Door prizes and dinner await you at the annual
Christmas Banquet.
Location: Fairfield Baptist Church
Time: 6 PM
Date December 4th 2017 (this is a Monday this year)

The Cookie Contest is coming back by
popular demand!!!!
So bring one dozen to share and one dozen for tasting!
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Leaving a Legacy
the car and pretty much anytime the notion strikes us.
So you can only image the tears in my eyes and the
lump in my throat the day, not too long ago, that the
Holy Spirit touched my heart and said, “Do you hear
that? Do you hear the confident voices of your sweet
grandchildren sitting on the pew behind you? Do You
see that? Do you see your son leading worship at the
age of 15? You too are leaving a legacy. The legacy
of worship.”
I
love the new dress that mama made for me. It is
white with red trim and comes perfectly to my knees.
Roses adorn the bodice and tiny bows complete the
hem. Delicate lace trimmed socks contrast with my
black patent leather shoes. They are shiny shoes because my granny shined them with a cold biscuit. I
think shining shoes with a biscuit is pretty odd, but
apparently it works because my shoes sparkle.
I am very excited because today is the first day I will
be in a real Sunday School class not the nursery. I am
5 and mature enough to leave the babies behind, that
includes my brother.
I step into the classroom and look to my right where a
middle aged woman in a plaid skirt is sitting at a piano. The teacher gathers us all around behind the piano bench and we sing the most wonderful songs.
The pianist has the fastest fingers in the west. They
are flying about on those white keys. She does not
have a book or anything. I bet she knows every song
in the world. It is amazing.
This is one of my fondest memories from childhood.
A wonderfully talented woman took the time to teach
music before Sunday School every Sunday. She used
her talents to glorify the Lord and I have never forgotten it. That is what I call passing it on to the next
generation. She was definitely leaving a legacy but at
that time I was too young to know it.
I have sung those same church songs to every one of
my children and now my grandchildren. I sang as I
rocked them when they were babies. We still sing in

Every seed that God planted throughout my life so
far has come from someone willing to leave a legacy,
willing to give of themselves to help me mature.
To leave a legacy will take time, patience, and faith.
Even when we don't see fruit we will choose to believe God is still at work. Leaving a legacy makes a
difference. Who is going to lead the next generation
of our faith if we don’t? No one. That's who.
Ms. Peggy and her piano are forever etched in my
mind. What is it that you can do today to pass on the
ways of God and leave a legacy for His kingdom that
will not soon be forgotten?
Written by Tammy Lovell Stone
Author of Rediscover the Apron and
Wife of Pastor Ken Stone, Calvary Bible Church
Gabe continues to improve and seems fairly settled
into wearing his brace and exercising as he is suppose
to. He is quite the trooper. The family will be headed
to Florida in early December for Gabes last therapy
session this year. We are thankful for God's provision
and grace during, what seems many days to be a difficult season in our lives.
Please pray for blessings upon the therapy and
that Gabe would be granted a pain free therapy. It can
be pretty rigorous.
We also request prayer for God's provision in
providing the new brace that Gabe will need within
the next six months.
We appreciate everyone's prayers and love
each of you.
In Christ, The Stones
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This is the season of the year that I begin preparing and praying about giving to international missionary work around the world. Probably because
the International Mission Board of the Southern
Baptist Convention centers their attention around
international missions in the gifts collected in the
name of Lottie Moon, a missionary to China.
Peggy and I were appointed as Southern
Baptist Missionaries from 1960 until our retirement in 1992 so I have seen firsthand how important these gifts can be. We were involved intensely with hundreds of other missionaries in
Brazil. And, we were always planning to request
more funds for the expansion of the Baptist
Churches.
During our eight STATESIDE ASSIGNMENTS
we always promoted the work of international
missions. We were always thankful for Southern
Baptists and their generous contributions in partnering with us through the cooperative program.
In August 2007, shortly after we moved to Centerville, the current Director of Missions for the Alpha
Baptist Association Bro. Lynn Walker
invited me to speak at several churches in that association. We spoke at the ON MISSION WORLD
CONFERENCE. Some of you may remember that
Bro. Jerry Foust, my beloved Pastor for seven
years at First Baptist Church, accepted the invitation to allow me to lead a team of volunteers from
here to Brazil. That mission trip brought manifold
blessings to individuals, families and churches in
the following years. So much so that I am planning
to write and publish a book about it in the near
future.
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For several years I have spoken with many
churches about my experiences on the mission field.
I wish to inform and inspire others regarding international missions. But, this year, I approach my sunset years and a limited physical state of health.
Therefore, I want to focus my attention on just two
facts or decisions I believe can positively influence
participation of our churches. And hopefully double
the effectiveness in reaching further with more resources.
First, the suggestion to set a GOAL for the
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. Having a goal is crucial in proving the vision of the leadership. Please
keep in mind that this year's goal ought to be a little
higher than what was given last year.
Secondly, that the decision is made that all
giving beyond the goal will go to The Livengood
Fund. As you may know, the Livengood Fund assists
volunteers from our churches in funding missions
trips that might not otherwise be feasible for many
of our church members.
Approaching these two possibilities with
consideration and prayer, to find God's will for our
association, I believe, we could see a new period
of growth in missionary giving and going as volunteers better than ever before!
My son Andrew, who is a Brazilian by birth,
was born Christmas Day 1960. He is trying to convince me to take one more trip back to Brazil.
So, I would like to invite our dear Bro. James Parham, the current Director of Missions to join me on
this trip. If even half of our Churches of the Alpha
Baptist Association will accept this challenge, I believe, the $1,000.00 to make his trip "free of charge"
is possible for next year.
Thanks for allowing me to present these suggestions. I have seen function in churches where I have
been a member through the years!
In Christ,
Paul Stouffer
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Moderator: Keith Fulton
Vice-Moderator:

Treasurer:
Clerk:

Becky Hamilton
Ruth Rodenberg
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Is the Cooperative Program an effective strategy for the 21st Century?
The Cooperative Program is more relevant now than ever before. The Cooperative Program has worked since 1925
and will work for years and decades to come if Southern Baptists will recover their passionate Great Commission
focus and genuine spirit of cooperation.
Here are the basic components of the strategy:




Providing resources that disciple believers in a biblical understanding of stewardship.
Strengthen churches by providing stewardship resources that support and promote Cooperative Program Education.
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Moderator: Keith Fulton
Vice-Moderator:

Treasurer:
Clerk:

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

NOVEMBER 2017 DISASTER RELIEF MONTH
2

Care Net Banquet

4

Women’s World Day of Prayer

5

Daylight Savings Time

13-15

Summit Hendersonville, TN

23-24

Thanksgiving office closed

DECEMBER 2017
4

Christmas Banquet Pastors and Executive
Brd 6 pm Fairfield Baptist Church

3-10

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering

25-1

Office Closed

Becky Hamilton
Ruth Rodenberg
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MONTHLY RECEIPTS
Beginning Balance
Bread of Life
Calvary Bible
Centerville, 1st
Cross Roads
East Hickman
Edgewood
Fairfield
Faith
Flatwoods
Garrett
Highland
Hohenwald, 1st
Lick Creek
Linden, 1st
Lobelville, 1st
Maple Valley
New Beginnings
New Hope
New Life
Pine Grove
Pinewood, 1st
Piney
Swan Creek
Tom's Creek
Wrigley
Total Church Giving

THIS MONTH

LIVENGOOD

$99.12
$100.00
$75.00
$638.20
$176.45

$764.00
$157.72
$111.67
$46.32
$400.00
$30.00
$137.00

$2,735.48

$0.00

November
Birthdays and Anniversaries
4

Rev. & Mrs. Jay Springer, Cross Roads

15

Nancy Milam, New Life

16

Rev. and Mrs. Jerry Milam, New Life

17

Rev & Mrs. Hal Falls, Africa

21

Jerry Milam, New Life

Youth Director. If you feel God is calling you in
that direction please do not hesitate to contact James Parham DOM or the nominating
committee.

Contact Us at : PO Box 219 Office: 931.729.4571 alphaba1960@gmail.com

