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Until I can get by to see you at your
church, may I again introduce myself.

I served 4 years in the Navy after graduating from High School and moved to Middle Tennessee in 1965.
I have been active in Christian ministry all
my adult life having served as; Church
Sunday School Director,
Associational Sunday School Director,
Youth and Adult Sunday School Teacher,
Association Moderator, and Association
Minister of Music.
Most recently I served for 14 years and 6
months as Pastor of New Hope Baptist
Church in Bon Aqua, TN. New Hope is a
Southern Baptist member church of the
Judson Association.
I look forward to serving you as your
Dom where together we believe we can
make a difference for the Kingdom of
Christ.
Blessings,
James Parham
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Missionary Message
From James Parham

My name is James Parham, and I was born
in the panhandle of Florida. Raised in a
Christian home, my father was a bivocational pastor Both of my grandfathers were deacons in the local church
where we attended.
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The Alpha VBS Training Day
was a success.
Thank you all who participated.
It takes a great deal of dedication, time and effort to be
a part of this team and it is a
team effort! Please make
sure to get your VBS dates
in to the office . Also, let Ms.
Ruth know if you are interested in using the props this
year. And finally remember
to post your VBS report on
TeD. We will be happy to
help you with this if you
need assistance.
Thank you all.
Beverly Smith

My Mother
By Ruth Rodenberg
Dorothy, is her name. She
was born the third daughter
in a family of 5 girls and 1
boy. Her origins were not
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that remarkable, it was her life
as a mother and Godly woman
that stands as her testimony
today. My mother never met
anyone she was afraid to tell
about Jesus. His love and saving
grace were on her lips for the
cashier at the supermarket, the
stranger in a park or the waitress in a local diner. She always
kept a stash of Gospel tracts in
her purse “just in case”.
My mother just turned 94 in
April of this year and she still
wants to start a bible study for
children in the trailer park
where she lives.
She has been the stalwart champion and companion of my father Stanley in over half a dozen
churches.
She was the wife of a pastor but
that was just the beginning. The
countless diapers and wraps she
made for missions, the children’s groups and Sunday
Schools she taught were just a
part of her service for her Lord.
The example that she modeled
for her children is still ingrained
in us today.
Thank you Mom.
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NEWS
A lot happened at the 2017 National Association of
Southern Baptist Secretaries meeting this past April
26-28. First of all, the group will no longer be
known as the NASBS, the new name is National Association of Ministry Assistants. As many of you are
aware; the role of the church secretary has expanded to encompass much more that what was traditional expected and it takes a special person, a God
chosen person to fulfill this ministry It is a calling.
The name is meant to reflect just that.
Secondly, we have the distinct honor of having, in
our midst, the President of the NAMA Lisa Anderson from First Baptist Church in Hohenwald, TN.
Lisa will be holding that office for the next two
years so the next time you see her say “Hello Madam President”!
Desiring to be good stewards of what God has given
us, we must consider our health as an asset as much
as our money, car, home and everything else.
I have been toying with the idea of making a place in
the Alpha Bit for the exchange of ideas, recipes and
encouragement in healthy living.
This is that place!
Please feel free to send in helpful tips to alphaba1960@gmail.com
To get us kick started, I would like to share a beneficial substitute for dryer sheets which are notorious
for emitting toxic VOC’s into the air through your
dryer vent.
Simply freshen your laundry by spritzing your wet
laundry with a mixture of water and a few drops of
your favorite essential oil.
I have found that adding lavender to your children’s bed sheets when laundering them helps
for a calm quiet night of sleep! They smell
good too.
Be careful when using essential oils and keep them
out of reach of children as most of them are not to
be ingested!

Make sure to put this time aside and come on out
to help with Gabe’s medical expenses. There will be
good food, fun and fellowship. Did I say good
food!!!
May 13th 6 pm until 8 pm and thank you in advance
for your generous support.
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children to all sorts of experiences for them to
be well rounded individuals. Many say that we
cannot disciple our children because it will harm
their self-esteem. But, if we do not show them
self-control and limits to what is acceptable who
will. They will grow up believing that there is
no real truth or the truth somehow doesn't apply
to them.
Extracurricular activities, unless centered
around God, will do little to encourage our children in the way of the cross. It will teach them
very little about the way God wants us to live or
how to trust Him even when we can't see Him at
work.

The day I gave birth to my first child was the
day I began to realize all my mother had sacrificed for me. I remember within the first year
calling Mom just to say, “Thank you.”
In my twenty seven plus years since I have
been so exhausted that I just knew I would
never survive. I have driven a car that looked
like a mobile garbage can, and lived in a home
that felt like it would take a forklift to clean. I
have found a ridiculously raunchy diaper under the couch and washed and dried a toad in
the front pocket of a pair of bib overalls.
Motherhood is not for the faint of heart. It is a
spiritual battle to forge a heavenly future for
our children. The task is too monumental to
be left to chance and so gravely important it
cannot be endeavored without constant prayer
and self-sacrifice.
The world tells us that motherhood is really
no big deal. In fact, the world says it is a burden to our career, our appearance, and our
lifestyle.
We are led to believe that we must expose our

It goes against our natural selves to “Be still and
know.” I can think of no greater gift to give our
children than the gift of Jesus Christ. No matter
what happens tomorrow or after we have gone
on to glory, God will always lead them in the
way that glorifies Him. Our children will never
be at a disadvantage if they walk in the way of
the Lord.
I beseech you mothers to reach for the higher
calling. Be encouraged for God has predestined
our victory if we walk in His ways. Following
God's plan in motherhood will always bring
about greater results than what the world tells us
will work.
God has given us a divine purpose—to raise up
the next generation. We will give an account for
how we used this time of child rearing. Did we
teach them in the fear of the Lord or did we entertain them? Did we do whatever it took to
keep them happy or did we teach them to be holy?
It is God who works in us to accomplish His
will in the life of our children. Let us help their
hearts be fertile soil for God's growth.

God of Redemption
Jim Gosney
First and Second Chronicles appear repetitive and unnecessary. First Chronicles repeats the story of King David
found in 2nd Samuel while 2nd Chronicles
repeats the history of the nation of Israel
found in 1st and 2nd Kings.
Why would God repeat the same story
twice? While we can’t presume to know
the mind of the Holy Spirit, we can find
valuable insights and lessons by looking
at the differences in the accounts.
The Samuel/Kings narrative is a journal
of the history of the Jewish nation from
David to the Babylonian captivity, including all of the nation’s faults and failures. David’s sins with Bathsheba; Solomon’s lapse into idolatry; and the many
evil kings of Israel over the next several
hundred years are all described in the narrative. It is an honest historical account
of the nation. Yet the Chronicles narrative was written for a different audience
and purpose.
First and Second Chronicles were written, probably by Ezra, for the exiles returning to the land after their 70 years of

captivity in Babylon. Here was a group of people
who, because they had cried out to God and returned to Him, had been saved out of their despair. Because the majority of the captives returning to Israel were born in Babylon and did not remember their homeland, the Chronicler wrote his
account to remind them of their history and connection to the land, the people, and the promise.
Yet the Holy Spirit, in His wisdom, directed the
author to limit the story somewhat.
For in Chronicles we find a selective history of
the nation. There is no mention of King David’s
sin. There is no mention of Solomon’s apostasy.
And, even though the nation divided into a north
and south after the reign of Solomon, the northern
kingdom (which was purely pagan) is only mentioned in conjunction with the south’s “good”
kings. It’s as if God, looking back on the nation
after its repentance, entirely forgot all the bad
things the nation and its leaders had done. Chronicles is an account of only the good that was in
Israel.
There are parallels in this and a Christian’s life.
Like the Israelites of the time of Ezra, we who are
in Christ have been rescued from captivity. They
were captive to Babylon – we were captive to sin.
We have been saved and brought into freedom.
Just like Israel, we all have pasts prior to our saving that were characterized by our rebellion to
God. But now God would have us look back on
our history and see the great things He has done
for us.
In that history, we should no longer dwell on the
bad things of the past. For just as God choose to
remember David, Solomon, and the others by not
recalling their sinful actions, He likewise has
wiped our sins away to be remembered no more
(Jeremiah 31:34). Chronicles shows us vividly
God’s ability to forgive our past and how to focus
only on His mercy and grace!
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ALPHA BAPTIST
ASSOCIATION
MEN’S CONFERENCE

October 20-21, 2017
Harvest Weekend
for Women
at FBC, Hohenwald
Make Plans To Join Us!!

DON’T MISS
THE MARK!

Mark your calendars NOW for this year’s Harvest
Weekend for Women at FBC, Hohenwald. Our speaker this year will be Marie Armenia. Her mother, Molly Bruno, was an example for The Kendrick Brothers
as they were writing the script for the #1 Movie “War Room” and they refer to her as "The Modern
Day Miss Clara."
Marie is married to Phil & they have one son & three
grandchildren. She is a songwriter, as well as a writer
of books & articles in Christian magazines. At the Retreat this weekend, you can purchase Marie’s book.
“How To Make A Meatball”.
We hope you will join us for HWW this year at FBC,
Hohenwald!

Revival

Romans 3:23
For all have sinned and come short of
the glory of God
Linden Valley Conference Center
Friday and Saturday October 27th and 28th
2017
Sign up by September 1st 99.00 per person
Bluebird (bring your own linens) $89.00
per person
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Moderator: Keith Fulton
Vice-Moderator:

Treasurer:
Clerk:

Becky Hamilton
Ruth Rodenberg

The Alpha Bit Volume 27 Issue 8

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

APRIL GIVING

THIS MONTH

LIVENGOOD

MAY 2017
7

Senior Adult Sunday

14

Mother’s Day Children’s Home Offering

21-28

Baptist Association Emphasis Week

29

Memorial Day

JUNE 2017
4

VBS at Cross Roads, Fairfield, FBC Hohenwald

5

Executive Board Meeting 7 pm Alpha Office

4-7

Revival at FBC Linden 7 pm

12-16

VBS New Hope

17-21

VBS Pinewood

19-23

VBS Pine Grove

26-31

VBS Maple Valley

Bread of Life
Calvary Bible
Centerville, 1st
Cross Roads
East Hickman
Edgewood
Fairfield
Faith
Flatwoods
Garrett
Highland
Hohenwald, 1st
Lick Creek
Linden, 1st
Lobelville, 1st
Maple Valley
New Beginnings
New Hope
New Life
Pine Grove
Pinewood, 1st
Piney
Swan Creek
Tom's Creek
Wrigley
Total Church Giving

$132.44
$100.00

$530.15
$143.00

$441.00
$265.00
$136.45
$190.50
$94.10
$108.72

Rev & Mrs. Sam Livingston, Highland

12

Stan Vespie, Tom’s Creek

15

Kelvin Smith, Hohenwald 1st Music

21

Rex Reed, Piney

28

Rev & Mrs. Rex Reed, Piney

30

Rev. & Mrs. Keith Fulton

$400.00

$125.00

$60.00
$2,326.36

May

10

$63.50

Contact Us at :
PO Box 219
Office: 931.729.4571
alphaba1960@gmail.com

$463.50

