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Our prayers are that you are all well.  

 

We do find ourselves in unprecedented times. In the spirit of co-

operation and caution the Alpha Association is heeding the ex-

ample of sister associations and following suggested guidelines 

set up by the Tennessee Baptist Mission Board and the CDC.  

 

The Alpha Office will be closed to foot traffic for the time being 

and will be reevaluated as the conditions change. All Scheduled 

Events through the month of April will be canceled.  

 

The Spring Meeting will be reschedule at a later date TBA.   

 

Bro James and Ms Ruth will be working from home but you can 

reach Bro James at 931 994 1659 or 931 729 3833 and Ms Ruth 

at 931 628 5305  

Please do not hesitate to contact us we want to help. 

Thank you and God bless you all 

WMU Retreat 

Rescheduled!  

May 15-16 2020 

 

See page 4-5 for 

details 
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The Task of Church Revitalization 

 by Dr. Terry Rials  

(part three of six in the series) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do we begin the task of church revi-

talization? Let’s start by creating an envi-

ronment or habitat for revitalization to 

happen. It takes some cultivation to pro-

duce a healthy garden, and it takes some 

careful cultivation and a healthy environ-

ment within the church to turn the church 

around. Even if the church is sick, weak, 

plateaued, or declining, it can have a healthy 

attitude going into a revitalization project. 

 First, churches must create an envi-

ronment that is safe for their pastor to lead 

this effort. From my research, I have dis-

covered most pastors do not know what to 

do, or if they do, they are afraid to do it. If 

they don’t know what to do, they aren’t 

confident to lead their churches in revitali-

zation. The pastor of today’s church needs 

specialized training and ministry coaches if 

he hopes to turn the church around. Some-

times pastors are often afraid to address 
problems in the church out of fear – fear of 

confronting sin in the church, fear of losing 

people, fear of committing to the three-

year process of revitalization, or fear of los-

ing their jobs. Churches can be a hostile 

environment – 1,600 evangelical pastors 

leave the ministry each month in the United 

States. Put another way, 90% of all pastors 

will not stay in ministry until retirement. 

Did you know that pastors are not eligible 

for unemployment insurance? 

 Second, in order for a church to expe-

rience revitalization, it must develop an envi-

ronment of spiritual honesty and confession. 

Nehemiah was honest when he told the Jeru-

salemites, “You see the bad situation we are 

in…” (Neh 2:17). The halo effect is the tenden-

cy to speak about the church or spiritual issues 

in only a favorable light. If you ask most 

preachers or church members about their 

church attendance, they will often give a num-

ber that is better than reality. It is possible that 

they truly believe what they say and do not 

intend to be deceptive, but neither is it com-

pletely honest. The reality is that most people 

in the church do not know the numbers. The 

Sunday School placards are long gone from 

most sanctuaries because we don’t want to 

look at the bad news. One-third of our 

churches do not even report their data to the 

convention at all. Is your church completing 
and submitting its annual church profile? 

We’ve got to get honest. 

 Third, and most importantly, we have 

to create an environment of prayer. Prayer 

meetings are too often “organ recitals;” we 

pray for people’s body parts. Intercessory 
prayer is important, but it should include the 

life and health of the church. We need prayers 

of confession that plead with God to change 

us. Prayer is developing an intimacy with the 

God who saves us. Pray for personal renewal 

first before you pray for revitalization of the 

church. Some of the greatest revivals in history 

came when people prayed AND earnestly con-

fessed their sins before God.   

 The next three articles will explore fur-

ther this process of church revitalization.  
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HELP 

Today is March 9, not even a week 
after the tornado of March 3, our 

local news is still filled with the 
Coronavirus, and the devastation 
and destruction left from the tor-
nado that hit mid-State Tenn. 
Leaving a path of destruction as it 
stayed on the ground for a little 
over 60 miles. 

Our prayers of thanks flow upward 
as we hear accounts of miracles of 
safety, this morning I read the sto-

ry of the pastor in Cookeville, Dar-
rin Crockett “the complete story is 
in the Baptist and Reflector” who 
gives thanks for God not answer-
ing his prayer to shut up their 
barking dog. In case you haven’t 
or can’t access this story, the bark-
ing dog woke the pastor just in 
time to hear the alert on his phone 
allowing him to gather his family in 

the laundry room. Quote from his 
story. 

 A 2×4 board that fell across a 
turned over washer and dryer like-
ly provided them enough room to 
keep from being crushed. Light-
ning flashes exposed what few 

openings there were and the 
family crawled out from the 
collapsed building with only a 
few minor cuts and scratches.  

National news reported on the 
outpouring of support for the 
victims, in some cases there 
were so many volunteers who 
showed up they had to be 
turned away, one news caster 

said, “after all, we are the vol-
unteer state”.  

Where does this leave us you 
might ask? Will it ever happen 
again? I don’t have that an-
swer but for information as to 
how might we be better pre-
pared if it should, you can go 
to the Billy Graham, “Rapid 
Response Team”, there you 

can enlist for instructions to be 
a member of the SHIC team, 
“Sharing Hope in Crisis” or the 
CISM team, “Critical Incident 
Stress Management”, Or you 
can contact the office as to 
your availability to serve as a 
volunteer disaster team mem-
ber and we will work to con-
nect you with the proper team 

leader. 

Together, all things are possi-
ble,  

Blessings in Christ 

Pastor James 
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Traveling Light Too Much To Carry 

Ann English 

“You’ve Gotta Be A Fence” 

Barb Fulton 

“Do You Need A Passport?” 

Denise Rosson 

 Prayer Journal 

Linda Grimes 

“What’s Behind Your Door?” 

Mary Kay Schwulst 

“Stuff—You Can’t Take It With You” 

Ruth Rodenberg 

“King David’s Medicine Cabinet” 

Session Leaders 

WMU Retreat 

Rescheduled  

May 15-16 2020 
Linden Valley Conference  
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Concrete and Cranes  
 

 

Training this year is cancelled due 

to COVID-19 

 

 
 Let’s get on our knees and pray that this vi-

rus spends it self out and we have the op-

portunity to present the gospel through our 

Vacation Bible School’s this summer. 

Please continue to let the Alpha Office know 

of your VBS dates. 

The office will be officially closed until April 

6th. 
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Moderator:    Jerry McDonald 

Vice -Moderator:   Don Pollock 

Page 7 Treasurer: Carson Chessor     

Clerk:   Ruth Rodenberg  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Contact Us at : PO Box 219 Office: 931.729.4571 
alphaba1960@gmail.com 
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VBS Training Cancelled 

Spring meeting Cancelled to be rescheduled TBA 

March 

27-28 WMU rescheduled May 15-16 

April Birthdays / Anniversaries 

April 

6  Rev & Mrs. Gowen, Swan Creek 

10 Fred Quintanilla, East Hickman 

17 Dan Richard Pinewood 

20  Chris Gowen, Swan Creek 

28 Rene Quintanilla, East Hickman 

Bread of Life     

Calvary Bible     

Centerville, 1st $106.43    

Cross Roads $200.00    

East Hickman $89.41    

Edgewood     

Fairfield 630.83 $491.91  

Faith  $126.28    

Flatwoods $111.00    

Garrett     

Highland $540.00    

Hohenwald, 1st $640.00    

Lick Creek $270.16  $425.50  

Linden, 1st $237.36  $69.80  

Lobelville, 1st $109.71    

Maple Valley $153.66    

New Beginnings     

New Hope     

New Life  $30.00    

Pine Grove     

Pinewood, 1st     

Piney     

Swan Creek $140.00    

Tom's Creek   $50.00  

Wrigley     

Total Church Giving $3,384.84  $1,037.21  

February 2020     
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