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Pastor’s Corner 

 

By Jim Gosney 

King Solomon, the son of King 

David, started out so well.  Upon David’s 

death, Solomon assumed the throne of Is-

rael.  As he looked around, he saw nothing 

but good.  His father had defeated all of 

Israel’s enemies bringing peace and Solo-

mon, being royalty, had every material 

thing he could ever want.  So when God 

came to Solomon and said that Solomon 

could request anything and he would re-

ceive it, Solomon saw nothing that he 

needed except one thing – wisdom.  He 

was a young king and had no idea how to 

lead a nation.  So Solomon asked God for 

wisdom which God graciously granted, 

along with even more untold riches and 

wealth.  Solomon’s wisdom became 

known throughout the region and, using 

that wisdom, he was able to lead the na-

tion to its greatest level of peace and pros-

perity it had ever experienced before or 

since.  Solomon began well. 

As Solomon grew, however, he 

started to drift from God.  God had told 

the Israelites that their kings were not to 

have multiple wives (Deut. 17:17).  Yet 

Solomon had 700 wives and 300 addition-

al concubines.  God said to not multiple 

horses (Deut. 17:16). Solomon had 12,000 

horses.  And all those wives, who were 

foreign born, eventually led Solomon 

away from the worship of the one true 

God and into the worship of false gods 

from pagan religions.  We don’t know 

how long Solomon’s apostasy lasted but 

eventually God withdrew His hand of 

blessing from him (1st Kings 11:9-13) and 

Solomon spent much of his later life bat-

tling strife from enemies.  Solomon con-

tinued poorly. 

But at some point Solomon re-

turned to the Lord.  Although the narra-

tives in 1st Kings and 2nd Chronicles 

don’t give us the details of that revival, 

Ecclesiastes does record Solomon’s 

final thoughts on life.  In Ecclesiastes, 

we see a king who has tried everything 

to make his life happy:  riches, work, 

knowledge, drink, and wives.  (It is 

written in the past tense which tells us 

he was looking back on his life.)  And 

at the end of it all, Solomon comes to 

the conclusion that the only thing that 

matters is to “Fear God and keep his 

commandments” (Eccl. 12:13b).  He 

finished well. 

Contemplating Solomon’s life, 

we have to ask ourselves how much 

time did he waste running from God 

and pursuing folly?  Look at how much 

he accomplished in the early part of his 

life:  blessings for the nation beyond 

compare!  Look at how much he ac-

complished at the end of his life:  thou-

sands of songs and proverbs written!  

Yet the middle was a wasteland of idle 

pursuits.  As believers in Christ, let us 

all not only start well and end well.  

But let us keep our eyes focused upon 

Him who is our Redeemer.  Do not be 

like Solomon.  Do not look back one 

day wishing that you had stayed more 

focused on God.  Live every day by 

turning your eyes upon Jesus.  Look 

full in His wonderful face.  And never 

look away! 

  

 

 

 

Spring Meeting 

April 6th 2017 

The Annual Spring Meeting 

will not be your usual affair! 

Dr. Fred Luter will be our 

speaker this year at FBC of 

Hohenwald.  

Messengers: we will be con-

ducting all business between 

the 4:30 pm and 6:30 pm 

time frame with a dinner 

provided at 5:30 pm  

I will need all Churches to 

register their messengers 

this year. 

The doors will open for the 

Worship service at 6:30 pm 

for additional visitors. 



Page 2  The Alpha Bit   Volume 27 Issue 6 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Priscilla Shirer Simulcast 

 
A global Bible-teaching event with Priscilla Shirer 

 

April 8, 2017 

8:30 am to 4 pm 

Lunch will be provided 

Cost only 5.00 

 

 

Hosted by the WMU at Fairfield Baptist Church 

 

Special thanks to Judy Estes for providing the event 

 

1863 Hwy 100 

Centerville, TN 

 

 

Call the Alpha office at 931 729 4571  

for additional details and tickets 

 

 

Three teaching sessions featuring Priscilla Shirer and 

worship with Anthony Evans and the Priscilla Shirer 

Live praise team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Training Day March 29th at New Hope 

Baptist Church, Hohenwald, TN 
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All Hands on Deck 

 

by Tammy Lovell Stone 

 

I see a massive ship on the horizon. I shield my 

eyes from the sun as I gaze from afar. As her bow 

sways with the waves of the ocean she drifts aim-

lessly. Sadly she seems quite weather beaten. 

Paint chips and exposed wood adorn her decks. 

She bares the scars of warfare. 

 

Her brightness has faded to a dim gray and her 

sails flap about freely with the wind. She still 

bears the flag of crimson visible from the mast. 

But, she's a ghost ship abandoned by her crew. 

The battles she has fought have left her floating 

aimlessly as she is exposed to the elements on the 

open sea. I can almost hear her creaking as the 

wind blows her out of sight. 

 

What would it take to bring this once vibrant and 

purposeful ship back to life? You and Me. 

 

God has commanded the church to be his chosen 

vessel for spreading the good news of Jesus 

Christ. The church itself is really just a group of 

God's people doing the will of God. Just as a crew 

on board a ship work hard to keep a well-oiled 

machine operating at its full potential so should 

the members of the church. 

 

We must once again prepare for battle and make 

ready her sails. We must whitewash the decks and 

train the crew.  There is much to be done. And it all 

begins with you and me. 

 

“All hands on deck,” I say. “All hands on deck.” For 

if the church, that old battleship, is to sail once more 

proclaiming the good news of Christ, we must be 

battle ready. We must be prepared for war. 

 

A war rages in the heavens. It is a battle we cannot 

see but a battle that must be fought none the less. 

 

To abandon ship is to care not about the plight of 

the church. To abandon ship is to care not that our 

brother perishes. To abandon ship is to care not for 

Christ return. 

 

All hands on deck as we prepare for battle with the 

Sword, God's Word in hand. We ready our armor, 

we gird our loins. We prepare our minds for battle 

as we pray. 

 

The church should be on high alert but unfortunately 

we may have been lulled to sleep by the ocean 

waves and allowed ourselves to drift off course. 

 

God forgive us! Help us see that old battleship, the 

church, requires you and me. “All hands on deck”, I 

say. “All hands on deck.” 

 

 

 

 

“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on 

eternal life, to which you were also called 

and have confessed the good confession in 

the presence of many witnesses. I urge you 

in the sight of God who gives life to all 

things, and before Christ Jesus who wit-

nessed the good confession before Pontius 

Pilate, that you keep this commandment 

without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus 

Christ's appearing.” 1 Timothy 6:12-14 
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6 

 

8 

 

16 

 

21-22 

 

 

 

Revival Highland Baptist Hohenwald see 

page 5  

Spring Meeting Dr Luter speaking 
 

Pricilla Shirer Simulcast 8:30 am to 4 pm  

Fairfield Baptist Church $5  

 

Resurrection Day 

 

National Sunday School Director Retreat 

Linden Valley mmiller@tnbaptist.org 

MARCH 2017 

9 Ruth Rodenberg, Alpha 

11  Lynda Walton, Fairfield 

21 Keith Fulton, FBC Linden 

25 Carlene Reed, Piney 

4 

 

12 

19 

24-25 

26 

31-1 

 

VBS Training for Alpha Team 

Children’s Ministry Day 

Evangelism FBC Linden 5 pm 

Evangelism Wrigley Baptist Church 5 pm 

WMU Retreat Linden Valley 

Evangelism FBC Hohenwald 

Missions Get Together 

 

 February 2017 Year to Date  Livengood  

Bread of Life   $0.00    

Calvary Bible   $200.00    

Centerville, 1st $121.63  $202.97    

Cross Roads $100.00  $300.00    

East Hickman   $0.00    

Edgewood   $75.00    

Fairfield 705.93 $1,302.29  $901.00  

Faith  $189.00  $951.60    

Flatwoods   $0.00    

Garrett $73.00  $131.00    

Highland $338.00  $754.00    

Hohenwald, 1st $322.00  $883.00    

Lick Creek $252.51  $252.51  $331.07  

Linden, 1st $227.00  $441.54  $75.66  

Lobelville, 1st   $100.00    

Maple Valley $104.00  $149.75    

New Beginnings   $0.00    

New Hope   $1,200.00    

New Life    $20.00    

Pine Grove $155.00  $390.00    

Pinewood, 1st $247.37  $935.87    

Piney   $0.00    

Swan Creek $140.00  $140.00    

Tom's Creek $640.28  $1,036.23  $50.00  

Wrigley $69.00  $95.76    

Total Church $3,684.72  $9,561.52  $1,357.73  
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ALPHA BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATION 

MEN’S CONFERENCE 
 

 

DON’T MISS 
THE MARK! 

 

 

 

Romans 3:23 

For all have sinned and come short 

of the glory of God 

Linden Valley Conference Center 

Friday and Saturday October 27th and 

28th 2017 

Sign up by September 1st 99.00 per per-

son 

Bluebird (bring your own linens)  $89.00 

per person 

Matt Howell after his deacon ordination at Maple  

Valley Baptist Church Seen here on the left with 

the  

Pastor of Maple Valley Baptist Church Rev. Bryan 

Thomas on the right. 

Revival 

 

April 2-5 at Highland Baptist Church 

Sunday April the 2nd 11 am and 6 pm 

Monday April the 3rd—Wed  April the 5th 7 pm 

Evangelist Larry Spears 



Featured Speaker  

Brenda Harris  

Prayer Coordinator  

Kendrick Brothers  
 

SCHEDULE  

FRIDAY  

4:00-6:00 Registration Opens  

4:30-5:30 Meatball Lessons  

6:00-6:45 Dinner  

7:00 Evening Session  

8:45 Movie & Snacks  

11:00 Lights Out!  

SATURDAY  

7:30 Prayer Walk  

8:00 Breakfast  

8:45 Morning Sessions  

12 Noon Lunch  

12:45 Afternoon Session  

3:00 See you next year!  

WORSHIP LEADERS  

Melanie & Hannah Emler  

 

Meatball Lessons  

Breakout sessions on popular topics we face as 
Christian women.  

Youth Leader  

Carrie Boyd  

 

MISSIONS.  

Plan to donate to the Livengood Missions fund dur-
ing our Prayer Walk on Saturday morning. It is only 
$1 to walk or $2 if you prefer not to walk. We had a 
great time with this event last year!  

 

A Little Bit O’Meatballs & A Whole Lotta of Jesus  

 

Each church is asked to bring items to be used for door 
prizes. Our goal is to be able to  

present each attendee with a prize so be creative: make 
a gift basket, bake a cake, buy a gift card. Any items are 
appreciated!  

A Little Bit O’Meatballs &  A Whole Lotta Jesus  

Books Available @ the Retreat for $10  

How To Make A  

Meatball  

Recipes for Living My Mother Taught Me  

By Marie Armenia  

Based on the book, How to Make a Meatball, we will venture into the life of Molly Bruno, prayer warrior extraor-
dinaire. Molly Bruno inspired the Ms. Clara character in the movie War Room. Our speaker, Brenda Harris, 
Prayer Coordinator for the Kendrick Brothers, will share her stories of Molly as well as her  

experiences on the set of War Room. We cannot exist without communication with Our Heavenly Father. Join 
us as Brenda shares how we can go deeper .  

Taste and see that the Lord is 
Good. Psalm 34:8  



 

 

 

  

Conference Center:  

Includes 3 meals, lodging, snacks &  

materials  

2 per room $83 per person  

3 per room $74 per person  

4 per room $69 per person  

Bluebird Dormitory  

Must bring own bedding & towels  

$61 per person  

Rates without lodging or meals: $20  

Includes camp fee, snacks & materials  

Individual Meals $9.70 each  

REGISTRATION DUE MARCH 6  
A deposit of one-half the registration may be paid by March 6 and the remainder paid at the retreat.  

All registrations and checks should be mailed to: Alpha Baptist Association, P.O. Box 219, Centerville, TN 37033. Checks should be made payable 
to: Alpha Baptist Association.  

 

  

Alpha Baptist Association  

 

  

Women’s Leadership Team  

P.O. Box 219  

Centerville, TN 37033  

Phone: 931-729-4571  

Email: alphaba1960@gmail.com  

 

  

 

T-SHIRTS  

Adult Small - XL $10  

Adult 2X-4X $13  

Colors: Black or Red  

Our bags this year are provided by Freeset 

  
Freeset exists specifically to provide freedom for wom-

en from the sex trade, women who were forced into 

prostitution by trafficking or poverty. These women 

didn't choose their profession it was chosen for them.  

All profits from Freeset in Kolkata benefit the women 

(salary, health insurance and retirement plan) and are 

used to grow the business. This means more women 

can be employed and experience freedom. 

 

The great thing is, when you buy a Freeset product, you 

directly participate in a woman's journey to freedom.  


