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Evangelism Meetings this February!!! 

February 20th 7 pm the first 

of three Evangelism Meetings 

with Roc Collins 

First Baptist Church  

Centerville  

 

 

February 21st 7 pm the second 

Evangelism Meeting with Roc 

Collins 

Faith Baptist Church Linden  

 

 

LOCATION CHANGE! 

February 22nd 7 pm the 

third and final Evangelism 

Meeting with Roc Collins.  

New Hope Baptist Church 

Hohenwald  

Roc Collins TBMB Evangelism Director 
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As we enter this 
year, many will be making New Year’s 
Resolutions.  
As I pen this note about resolutions, I’m 
thinking of a song we sang that had 
these words, 
 I am resolved no longer to linger, 
Charmed by the world’s delight, Things 
that are higher, things that are nobler, 
These have allured my sight. 
By definition, the word resolve means, 
decide firmly on a course of action: 
Question, why do people make resolu-
tions? 
Answer, I would say there is something 
about their life, they are not happy with. 
Research shows this has been with us 
for quite some time. 
 
The tradition of New Year's resolutions 
dates all the way back to 153 B.C.  
January is named after Janus, a mythi-
cal god of early Rome. 
Janus had two faces — one look-
ing forward, one looking backward. This 
allowed him to look back on the past 
and forward toward the future. 
 
On December 31, the Romans imag-
ined Janus looking backward into the 
old year and forward into the new year. 

This became a symbolic time for Romans to 
make resolutions for the new year and forgive 
enemies for troubles in the past. 
The Romans also believed Janus could forgive 
them for their wrongdoings in the previ-
ous year. The Romans would give gifts and 
make promises, believing Janus would see 
this and bless them in the year ahead. 
And thus the New Year's resolution was born! 
What is the number one resolution made? Ac-
cording to one report. Lose weight. According 
to one source,  52 percent of people making 
New Year's resolutions were confident they'd 
stick it out. Yet only a scant 12 percent really 
did. 
I recall several years ago a young couple in 
my Sunday School class shared with me there 
New Year’s resolution was to be faithful in 
Church attendance. I was excited for them, un-
fortunately their resolution fell within that 12 
percent. 
So where do we look for a better example. 
May I recommend Gen. ch.8:8-17 
Now how many years have passed since the 
flood and yet, every time we see the rainbow It 
serves as a reminder of God’s faithful promise. 
The Bible over 3000 God gives to us, and not 
one has ever failed. 
That’s too much for me to remember you might 
say. Well let’s keep is small, so small that even 
little children can know and understand His 
promise. Likely the best know and most oft 
quoted passage from the Bible. 
 John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish but have ev-
er lasting life. 
 
Blessings, Pastor James  
 

https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/what-foods-bring-luck-in-the-new-year
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/why-do-people-make-new-year-s-resolutions
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/why-do-people-make-new-year-s-resolutions
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/why-dont-all-months-have-the-same-number-of-days
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/why-do-people-make-new-year-s-resolutions
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/why-do-people-make-new-year-s-resolutions
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/why-do-people-make-new-year-s-resolutions
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/why-do-people-make-new-year-s-resolutions
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/why-do-people-make-new-year-s-resolutions
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The Task of Church Revitalization 

 by Dr. Terry Rials  

(part one of six in the series) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The church in America is in big trouble – 

that’s what all the experts are saying. The 

church has been in a serious decline for a long 

time. Scholars cannot even agree upon when 

the decline began, but Southern Baptist Church-

es have experienced a steady decline in baptis-

mal rates since 1956, its banner year. It has 

been sliding downhill since. In the last decade, 

Southern Baptist Churches have seen church 

membership decline by 10%, Sunday School de-

crease by 15%, baptisms drop over 30%, and 

the number of people joining Baptist churches 

plummet by nearly 50%! It’s easy to talk about 

the churches somewhere else who are experi-

encing this, but this phenomenon is hitting too 

close to home. We have this problem right 

here in our Association. As I look at the statis-

tics, it’s happening to nearly ninety percent of 

the churches in the Association, maybe even to 

the one to which you belong.  

What are we doing about this steady de-

cline? Some sit around and talk about the ‘good 

old days’ and do nothing because they don’t 

agree with what is happening. Some ascribe 

blame and we’ve seen plenty of that. Some 

blame those who hold to an old, outmoded tra-

ditionalism, which isn’t working anymore. Some 

blame the mega churches of stealing members 

from smaller churches. Some blame their pastor 

or denominational leaders for the decline. Some 

blame the lack of door-to-door evangelism, the 

lack of churches holding revivals, the lack of dis-

cipleship training programs, or failure of the 

church to keep up with culture. The truth is 

– there is enough blame to go around. For 

many of you, this is the first time you’ve 

heard of this problem. 

As in the days of Nehemiah, we need 

to look around at our crumbling walls and 

discover that we are a reproach to the name 

of our Lord (see Neh1:3). A reproach is a 

condition of shame, an occasion given to the 

enemy for him to exult in our defeat. Every 

Sunday with an empty parking lot, an empty 

building, and empty altar is a reproach to his 

name. We need earnest repentance, honest 

admission, and public confession (Neh 2:17). 

The problem is with us, all of us.  

The good news is that leaders are 

addressing this problem like never before. 

We learned that it doesn’t come from a na-

tional movement; we’ve seen plenty of 

those in the past fifty years. The Church 

Growth Movement, the Church Health Move-

ment, the Missional Church Movement, and 

the Emerging Church Movement have each 

tried to turn-around the church, so far with 

very limited success. The real pattern for 

success is the biblical one, alluded to by 

famed preacher G. Campbell Morgan, who 

metaphorically challenged young preachers 

to put their sailboats out into the water, put 

up the sail, and wait for the wind to blow. 

We need a movement of God, but the wind 

of God isn’t blowing.  

In the next five articles, I would like 

to explore the journey of leading churches 

back to vitality and life. We’ll explore how 

to set the sails and wait for the wind of God 

to blow.  
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Traveling Light Too Much To Carry 

Ann English 

“You’ve Gotta Be A Fence” 

Barb Fulton 

“Do You Need A Passport?” 

Denise Rosson 

 Prayer Journal 

Linda Grimes 

“What’s Behind Your Door?” 

Mary Kay Schwulst 

“Stuff—You Can’t Take It With You” 

Ruth Rodenberg 

“King David’s Medicine Cabinet” 

Session Leaders 

WMU Retreat 

March 27-28 2020 

Linden Valley Conference  
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OR: Contact John Parrott (jparrott@tnbaptist.org) for further 

information.  

Deacons and Wives Retreat 
Location 

Linden Valley Baptist Conference Center 

Date(s) - Friday 1/31/2020 - Saturday 2/1/2020  

*Commuters ONLY (Lodging no longer available for 

new registrants)  

General Sessions by: 

DR. JIM HENRY, Former Senior Pastor of the 

Downtown Baptist Church in Orlando, First Baptist 

Church, Orlando for 28 years, and Two Rivers Baptist 

Church in Nashville 

Contact Steve Holt (sholt@tnbaptist.org) for further 

information.  

R.E.C.L.A.I.M. A Strategy for Reclaiming Inactive 

Church Members led by Dr. Tom Cheyney 

This one-day training event will address how to reengage 

with church members who no longer attend church. A 

commonly observed problem within the local church is the 

inactive and disconnected member. For years, churches 

have become accustomed to maintaining what is often re-

ferred to as an inactive or non-resident membership role. It 

has been said that of the stated membership of churches 

and denominations, half cannot be found. While that might 

be a bit of an overstatement, there are a significant number 

of members who have become inactive. 

Participants will receive a training manual and lunch will be 

provided. 

*Deadline to Register- Friday February 14, 2020 by 

5 pm! 

REGISTER 

Contact Steve Holt (sholt@tnbaptist.org) for further infor-

mation. 

Calling all VBS Construction Workers!!! 

 

February 24th at 6 pm all VBS Directors and Team 

members are invited to the annual VBS Meet and 

Greet, the official kick off for Alpha VBS. 

 

Directors, invite all your key people to join un 

Monday the 24th and let’s kick this off with a bang.  

We will be taking our first order for materials on 

that evening as well. 

Concrete and Cranes  
(I see Legos in our future) 

So, let’s get our hardhats on and get down 

to business because This VBS season will be 

upon us before we know it! 

 

Beverly Smith VBS Director for Alpha Baptist 

Association 

 

mailto:jparrott@tnbaptist.org
https://www.tnbaptist.org/locations/linden-valley-baptist-conference-center/
mailto:sholt@tnbaptist.org
https://tn.sbcworkspace.com/Pub/Event/Register/55231445
mailto:sholt@tnbaptist.org


Moderator:    Jerry McDonald 

Vice -Moderator:   Don Pollock 

Page 7 Treasurer: Carson Chessor     

Clerk:   Ruth Rodenberg  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Contact Us at : PO Box 219 Office: 931.729.4571 
alphaba1960@gmail.com 
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1 

3 

4 

20 

21 

22 
 

24 

VBS Preview 

Executive Brd Meeting 7 pm Alpha Office 
 

WMU Team Meeting 

Evangelism Meeting  7 pm FBC Centerville 
 

Evangelism Meeting 7 pm Faith BC Linden 

Evangelism Meeeting 7 pm New Hope BC  

Hohenwald 

VBS Meet and Greet 6 pm Alpha Office 

January 

18 

23-25 

30-31 

31-1  

Youth Leaders Meeting Alpha Office 9 am Breakfast 

Bi-vocational Ministers and Wives Retreat 

VBS Preview 

Deacons and Wives Retreat 

January Birthdays / Anniversaries 

February 

Dcember 2019 General  Livengood  

Bread of Life     

Calvary Bible     

Centerville, 1st $214.11    

Cross Roads $100.00    

East Hickman $101.96    

Edgewood     

Fairfield $623.14    

Faith  $166.60    

Flatwoods $108.00    

Garrett     

Highland $415.00    

Hohenwald, 1st $757.00    

Lick Creek $406.72    

Linden, 1st $252.06  $84.02  

Lobelville, 1st $215.97    

Maple Valley $223.45    

New Beginnings $1,200.00    

New Hope $400.00    

New Life      

Pine Grove $110.08    

Pinewood, 1st $207.88    

Piney $37.50    

Swan Creek     

Tom's Creek $872.75  $50.00  

Wrigley     

Total Church Giving $6,412.22  $134.02  

1 Debbie Richard Pinewood 

7 Kay Cagle 

27  Ann English, Flatwoods 

30  Matthew Brown, Bread of Life 

mailto:alphaba1960@gmail.com

