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Resolutions
Today is our first day back at
the office after the holidays, and
I pray everyone had a wonderful
time with families and friends,
and you didn’t get too spoiled.
So far I have not heard a
single person mention a resolution they don’t intend to keep
for the New Year. Thinking along
that line however I would like to
submit a few worthwhile actions
I have found to be beneficial.
1.
Spending
more
time in the scriptures:
I try to start the day with reading one or two of the proverbs
just to get a good mindset for
the day. Recently while reading
in Ecclesiastes, this really
jumped out at me, see what you
think,
“All the labour of man is for his
mouth, and yet the appetite is
not filled.” Ecclesiastes 6:7 1
See what I mean! The
scripture is so full of wisdom,
helps, instruction that are so
beneficial to us by teaching us
about ourselves. Solomon said
in
2 Chronicles 6:36 1 “If
they sin against thee, (for there
is no man which sinneth not,)”
And we find this same statement
in Rom 3:23 1 “For all have
sinned, and come short of the
glory of God;”
Now I know that flies in the
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face of cultural views that we
are all basically good, however we know this to be not
true. Have you watched any
news lately?
2.
Fasting: Matthew
1
6:17, 18
“But thou, when
thou fastest, anoint thine
head,
and
wash
thy
face; That thou appear not
unto men to fast, but unto thy
Father which is in secret: and
thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.”
I recall reading in our
county newspaper some time
back that in Hickman Co. diabetes kills more people than
heart attacks. I know this
practice of “fasting” can be a
controversial
subject.
I
googled the health benefits of
fasting as I am writing this,
but Jesus knew it was a good
practice, after all he did it for
40 days. I don’t recommend
you try that.
3.
Prayer:
as
a
young man when I heard the
scripture “Pray without ceasing” I Thessalonians. 5:17 1 I
associated praying with a position.
I have long since come to realize prayer is talking to the
one I care most about
“Jesus”. Not only is it me telling him about my concerns,
thanks, and so on, it is also
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me listening to him.
I am presently reading a book titled, “Jesus is
Better Than You
Imagined.” By Jonathan Merritt.
In his book he brings out
that we unwittingly put
Christ in a so-called cracker
box. ie. you have to be at a
certain place, wearing certain cloths, sitting in a certain position before God can
speak to you. Whereas God
is speaking all the time,
we’re just not listening.
Outside my window
today it is freezing cold, but
up in the sky there is a
beautiful sun shining. Point,
who is in control of each?
God is. Have you had a
good conversation with Him
today. He wants to hear
from you.
Blessings in Christ
Pastor James
1

All scripture references are KJV
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Church Security
The headlines are filled with the horrors of a
church family left devastated by an unexpected intruder.
On December10, 2017, Linden First Baptist Church
enjoyed an afternoon of fun. We had 34 children,
youth, and adults attend the movie “STAR”. Thanks
to the Lexington Princess Theatre for hosting us.
“STAR” told the story of the birth of Jesus from the
animals’ perspective. It was cute, funny and most of
all shared the Biblical aspect of Jesus’s birth.
God never ceases to amaze me He used something
as simple like the movie “STAR” to touch a young
girl’s heart. During the evening service she came and
made a public profession of faith. Praise God for He
is GOOD!

What are we to do as a congregation to fulfill
our calling to the community and at the same
time protect our church family from tragedies
like these?
January the 11th at 6:00 pm New Hope
Baptist Church , 1247 Waynesboro Hwy,
Hohenwald, TN 38462 will be hosting a
Seminar by Mark LeMay of the Department
of Church Safety/ Securities and Risk Management for the Tennessee Baptist Mission
Board.

On Saturday, December 9, 2017 Linden First Baptist
Church served over 130 Christmas meals of turkey,
dressing, and all the trimmings. Several turkeys and
pans of dressing along with gallons of green beans
and mashed potatoes are prepared and placed on
carry out plates, along with a dessert awaits the drivers to be delivered to the elderly and disabled of the
community.
For the past 10 years FBC on the 2nd Saturday of December, has prepared Christmas meals for the shutins in Perry County.
This is just one of the many ways the Lord is leading
FBC to reach out to the community.

Mark will be addressing issues from the current risk of an active shooter to natural disasters.
This seminar is open to all pastors and their
security team. Please limit attendance to those
with direct involvement with your churches
security.
Respond with the number of attendees to
Doug Miller 931 628 1609
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The Door
By Ruth Rodenberg

It has been bitter cold recently, but I am sure I
don’t have to tell you that! Plus I am getting
really tired of hauling hot water down to a
frozen trough every morning and every night.
The birds and animals are suffering too!
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It got me to thinking about THE door and the narrow path to salvation that is available to us all. No
matter how we try, we are not going to get free of
sin going our own way, we have to go through
Christ; the door.
It also brought to mind the thought that we, who
know the door, can be a guide, a helper but we
can’t go through the door for them. We can only
share our relationship with Christ and the plan of
escape available to all.
My prayer for us today is that we will be in tune to
the needs of the lost and if it please you Lord, allow us to be helpers and guides to someone looking for you.

Some of you may remember the chicken coop
from a previous story about a Chicken snake.
Well, next to the coop is a small fenced run
for the chickens. It is completely surrounded
by chicken wire with the exception of 1 inch
by 2 inch wire fence on a small access door.
On occasion, I will find birds have gone
through the larger wire fence holes on the
door into the run. They are searching for any
left behind feed that may have been overlooked by the chickens. Once inside they are
trapped by the smaller chicken wire. Some of
them find their escape after a while but there
are times when they die unable to discover
their way out.

Ladies Bible Study

One cardinal in particular was frantic to get
out. She was so desperate, she had beaten the
top of her head raw and bleeding against the
chicken wire, to no avail.

Alpha Office

I really felt bad for her and tried to guide her.
She would fly around the enclosure in a frantic attempt to get away but I could not for the
life of me get her to go through the door.
Eventually I gave up and just left the door
open hoping that she would realize freedom
was waiting for her just outside.

This is a 7 week study into strengthening our
daily walk with Him
We will have books available at the first class
or books can be ordered in advance on LifeWay.com

First date scheduled for January 11th 2018
6:30 pm

1476 Hwy 100 W., Centerville, TN 37033
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2018
The Year of
The Church
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ship. What if no one had to build us up for worship
because we came ready and willing wanting to hear a
word from God. Instead of saying look, how few I
pray we will praise God for a place to serve Him.
Let us raise our voices in song whether we like to sing
or not. Let us bring our offering, no matter how small,
with the attitude that I am grateful to be able to give;
visiting the sick and hurting not because we are obligated but because we genuinely care about how they
feel.
The world around us is changing rapidly. Being a
Christian seems harder now than in my mother’s
youth but I am sure not as difficult as I am afraid it
will be for my children. But, none of this takes God
by surprise.

I hope you have taken a moment to reflect upon the
past year. And I hope that you have had more gains
than losses and more laughs than tears. Not all years’
work out that way, do they? The older we get the
more we learn to cherish those happy moments and
loving memories; because we are all too aware of
how fleeting life really is.
Let’s start this year by reminding ourselves what a
“church” actually is. It is the people of God – collectively, individually and unequivocally.
What if we began to let the fact that we are the
church really sink in? Instead of seeing church as a
place we go a couple of times a week, we would see
that it is a state of being. It is always being prepared
and ready for those divine interventions that God appoints to His people. I pray we will embrace the fact
that everywhere we go we carry Christ with us.
This year may we be more aware of the world around
us and purposefully seek out those who need a word
of encouragement – the elderly lady at the doctor’s
office, the mother of three in the grocery line or the
church member who seems to have disappeared.
What if on Sunday we entered church ready to wor-

We are the church. God has called us to be salt and
light. Transform us oh God to see the body of Christ
as you do. Help us embrace your call to “go ye therefore” as the church and not “stay ye therefore” waiting for something to change but never really willing
to be the change. Let us be courageous as we step outside our church doors and carry the Light to a world
that doesn't want it but certainly needs it.
We cannot accomplish these things without the
strength that comes from a close relationship with
God. We must be ready by reading His Word and
meditating upon it. We must gather together to encourage one another until Christ comes. We must
bring any compromise that has crept into our lives to
the altar of God and leave it there. And we must pray
asking God to guide our every move.
For 2018 to be the year of the church we will have to
be willing to change our lives to conform to Gods
Word. An effective church shines the light of Christ.
Ask the Lord how we as individuals can do a better
job of that this year. Refocus our eyes to the Cross
and forge a path forward being determined to finish
the race that Christ has begun in us. It will take some
spit and grit and whole lot of surrender to the will of
God. I want to be found faithful. How about you?

Written by Tammy Stone
Calvary Bible Church in Lyles
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If you are the head of a committee or lead a
meeting for any purpose this class will help
you.
January the 22nd at 6 pm
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VBS Meet and Greet
Meal provided

Alpha Baptist Association will host:

When: January 8th 2018 6:30 pm
Pastors Seminar
“Conducting a Business Meeting”
With Larry Kirk.

Where: Alpha Office 1476 Hwy 100 W
Centerville, TN
Who: Pastors VBS Directors and the
Alpha VBS Team

This will be a very informative and interesting
meeting for all pastors.
Please let our Director of Mission James Parham know how many plan to attend.

Why: Because it is

Theme Verse: His divine power has
given us everything required for
life and godliness through the
knowledge of him who called us by
his own glory and goodness. 2 Peter 1:3 (CSB)
Bivocational Ministers and Wives Retreat
Date/Time
Date(s) - Thursday 1/25/2018 - Saturday 1/27/2018
1:30 pm - 12:00 pm
Music Road Hotel & Convention Center
303 Henderson Chapel Rd - Pigeon Forge

Motto: Gear Up! Get Ready! Game
On!
Beverly Smith VBS Director
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Moderator: Keith Fulton
Vice-Moderator: Jerry McDonald

Treasurer:
Clerk:

Becky Hamilton
Ruth Rodenberg
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ALPHA BAPTIST
ASSOCIATION
EVANGELISM
CONFERENCE
FEBRUARY 18TH 2018 6 PM
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, HOHENWALD TN
SPEAKER BRANDON BASS
FEBRUARY 25TH 2018 6 PM
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, CENTERVILLE TN
SPEAKER JIMMY ANDREWS
MARCH 4TH 2018 6 PM
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, LOBELVILLE TN
SPEAKER MATT BREWER

Is the Cooperative Program an effective strategy for the 21st Century?
The Cooperative Program is more relevant now than ever before. The Cooperative Program has worked since
1925 and will work for years and decades to come if Southern Baptists will recover their passionate Great
Commission focus and genuine spirit of cooperation.
Here are the basic components of the strategy:




Providing resources that disciple believers in a biblical understanding of stewardship.
Strengthen churches by providing stewardship resources that support and promote Cooperative Program Education.
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Moderator: Keith Fulton
Vice-Moderator: Jerry McDonald

Treasurer:
Clerk:

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

JANUARY 2018
8

VBS Meet and Greet 6:30 pm at the Alpha
Office Pastors, VBS Directors and Alpha Team
Members Meal provided

11

11

Church Security Seminar New Hope Baptist
Church, Hohenwald, TN 6 pm
First day for the Women’s Bible Study
Discerning the Voice of God 6:30 pm
Alpha Office

18

Women’s Bible Study DVG 6:30 pm

20

Disaster Relief Training / Brotherhood meeting
8 am Alpha Office

22

Pastors “Conducting a Business Meeting” w/
Larry Kirk Alpha Office

25

Women’s Bible Study DVG 6:30 pm

25-27 Bi-Vocational Ministers and Wives Pigeon Forge
6 pm

FEBRUARY 2018
5

Executive Brd Meeting 7 pm Alpha Office

18

Alpha Evangelism Meeting FBC Hohenwald

24

Alpha VBS Training Team goes to Nashville!

25

Alpha Evangelism Meeting FBC Centerville

Becky Hamilton
Ruth Rodenberg
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DECEMBER RECEIPTS GENERAL FUND
Bread of Life
Calvary Bible
Centerville, 1st
Cross Roads
East Hickman
Edgewood
Fairfield
Faith
Flatwoods
Garrett
Highland
Hohenwald, 1st
Lick Creek
Linden, 1st
Lobelville, 1st
Maple Valley
New Beginnings
New Hope
New Life
Pine Grove
Pinewood, 1st
Piney
Swan Creek
Tom's Creek
Wrigley
Total Church Giving

LIVENGOOD

$66.25
$100.49
$100.00
$150.00
$1,022.21
$129.00

$346.00
$282.00
$163.20
$259.32
$112.88
$97.14

$86.44

$179.12
$140.00
$941.44
$4,089.05

$50.00
$136.44

Year end receipts will be available at the Alpha Office by the
10th of January and mailed out to Association Churches at
that time.
Thank you all

January
Birthdays and Anniversaries
27

Ann English, Flatwoods

30

Matthew Brown, Bread of Life

Contact Us at : PO Box 219 Office: 931.729.4571
alphaba1960@gmail.com

