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February 20th 7 pm the first 

of three Evangelism Meetings 

with Roc Collins 

First Baptist Church  

Centerville  

 

 

February 21st 7 pm the second 

Evangelism Meeting with Roc 

Collins 

Faith Baptist Church Linden  

 

 

LOCATION 

CHANGE! 

February 22nd 7 pm the 

third and final Evangelism 

Meeting with Roc Collins.  

New Hope Baptist Church 

Hohenwald  

Roc Collins TBMB Evangelism Director 

Evangelism Meetings this February!!! 

Three Meetings—- One Dynamic Speaker—-Roc Collins 
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What was that? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Rodenberg 

As I was driving down Beaverdam 
Road the other day, I came upon 
something lying smack dab in the mid-
dle of the road. I’m sure you all have 
had that experience.  

What is that, I wondered?  

It was small, black, but not of a recog-
nizable shape and the closer I got to it, 
the curiouser and curiouser I became.  

Is it a cat?  

I hope not, I love cats  

Is it a skunk?  

Possible but the shape of it is unusual.  

It looks like--- a piglet. What would a 
piglet be doing in the middle of the 
road?  

Some of my neighbors raise pigs; per-
haps one of theirs met this unfortunate 
end.  

Then --- 10 feet or so passed the 
shape the smell assaulted my senses 
and I knew immediately SKUNK! 

The odor is undeniable. It’s like nothing 
else in this world. You can say some-
thing smells like a skunk but really any-

thing else pales in comparison. 

At that moment a thought came to me. 
The world shapes our senses. Tries to 
show us different view points that are not 
God’s plan. Tries to make a skunk look 
like a piglet.  

We can be fooled into thinking a certain 
idea is fair or this other thing won’t really 
hurt anybody right? But we have two 
guides to follow for what is right and what 
is not. God’s word, the Bible and our in-
ternal guide the truth of the Holy Spirit.  

John 6:13a says "But when He, the Spirit 
of truth, comes, He will guide you into all 
the truth;…” 
We can get congested with world views 

that fog our senses, we hear half-truths 

that may clog and obstruct our reasoning 

until we don’t truly see things for what 

they are.  

It is when the Holy Spirit sends that dis-

tinct smack of truth, that conscience that 

is not seared, that smell of skunk that we 

can clearly identify between right and 

wrong, between half-truth and the whole 

truth.  

After all the ruler of this world, the great 

deceiver is the master of half-truths.   

So the next time you encounter a meta-

phorical skunk along your way, that thing 

that looks OK. Check your conscience, is 

it pricked? Does something just not smell 

right? Balance it against scripture. 

And then thank God for a clear message 

and His straight and true guidance. 
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The Task of Church Revitalization 

 by Dr. Terry Rials  

(part two of six in the series) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The church is like a sailboat, but a 

sailboat is powerless. It has been said that 

without the wind, a sailboat can only claim 

the title of organized driftwood. They have 

no engine, no motor, and no oarsmen. The 

sailboat is completely dependent upon the 

wind; in fact, it is designed to harness the 

wind. The church is powerless without the 

presence and work of the Holy Spirit. The 

church was designed to catch the wind of 

revival. The upper room disciples felt the 

mighty rushing wind and in a matter of 

hours they changed the world.  

The church is floundering because it 

has no power in it. Most churches can func-

tion in their normal program and ministry 

for an indefinite period of time without the 

work of the Holy Spirit because most 

churches are not dependent upon Him. To 

be sure, a few churches have had their lamp 

removed, which Jesus threatened to do in 

Revelation 2:5. These churches will surely 

die. Sadly, when God’s presence leaves, it is 

possible to be completely unaware of it. 

For example, Samson did not realize that 

the Lord had left him after his hair was cut 
(Judges 16:20). Could the church be una-

ware that His glory has departed? 

Shouldn’t we just shut down some 

of these weak or sick churches that are 

going to die anyway? Some argue that re-

vitalization is a futile effort because as Bill 

Easum puts it, “The only solution for spir-

itually dead congregations is resurrection. 

You cannot revitalize something that is 

dead. They must be brought to life again!” 

You already know that Southern Baptists 

have no authority over any local church. 

Some Baptist leaders suggest that these 

churches close their doors or give their 

property away to another church or mis-

sion, which is honorable, or find some 

other way to continue in ministry. In nu-

merous conversations with pastors, I 
sense that pastors and churches are seek-

ing permission to die, but we’re on a slip-

pery slope - once we start scuttling 

churches in trouble, your church may be 

next.  

God can revive, refresh, and renew 
the church any time He chooses to do so. 

We are praying that He does just that and 

soon. Revival is the extraordinary work of 

the Holy Spirit producing extraordinary 

results…the re-entry of Christ’s manifest 

presence, according to Richard Owen 

Roberts. It overthrows the status quo and 

refreshes His kingdom purposes on earth. 

Revitalization is the work we do to ensure 

that the conditions of God are met for 

revival and in order that the people of 

God are prepared when the Sovereign 

God begins to move.  

In the next four articles, we will 

explore how we go about the task of revi-

talizing a church, bringing it back to life 

and vitality. 
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What a Blessing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This testimony is a reflection on the 

bi-vocational pastor and pastor’s 
wife meeting held recently in Pigeon 

Forge. 

  I had never attended one of these 
meetings as I felt they were for 

those others, meaning bi-vocation 
pastors, but after last year’s meet-

ing when I spoke with the ones who 
attended and how excited they 

were, well I signed up for this 
year’s meeting. 

Hopefully the pastors who will read 

this will be encouraged to attend 
the next event for reasons I will 

state. 

Our presenters spoke with a love 
and concern for these pastors who 

are “out there” being faithful to the 
flock of 15 or 20. There was a part 

of the program where those attend-
ing were given time to answer 

questions or present questions, it 
was during this session that my 

heart strings were really tugged at. 
Those pastors, and there were sev-

eral, who stood and asked for pray-
er as they continued on with those 

few members. 

Pastors need encouraging just as 
those sitting in the pew need en-

couraging, pastor’s hunger for spiritual 

food just as the pew sitter. I am so thank-
ful for Randy Davis our Association direc-

tor, he spoke at this gathering and people I 
believe he is for real, meaning I believe he 

really not only cares about the association, 
and he does, but he cares for the pastor’s 

plural. 

What does that mean, the one who pastor’s 

a church of hundreds, he cares about, the 

pastors who faithfully ministers to that 
church of “a few” he cares about, he gave 

out his phone number and said, “if you 
need me, call me, if you want to talk, call 

me”. 

Oh by the way, it was his getting on board 

with others that made it possible for sever-
al of our state Director of Missions to make 

the trip to Israel. 

Now this may sound like a promotion for 
the state TBMB but no, it is I pray a call out 

to our bi-vocation pastors to avail them-
selves of an opportunity to be blessed as 

well as their wives. 

In closing for those of you who will 
read this, and you know your pastor 
has never attended, would please 
encourage him to take his wife for a 
vacation where they both will be 
blessed. I heard one of our pastor’s 
wife in our association tell us they 
had to take the bridal suite as the 
hotel was full, their room had a Ja-
cuzzi right in front of the fire place 
and she really enjoyed it. You just 
never know what might be in store 
but I feel sure a blessing will be. 

Blessings Pastor James  
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Traveling Light Too Much To Carry 

Ann English 

“You’ve Gotta Be A Fence” 

Barb Fulton 

“Do You Need A Passport?” 

Denise Rosson 

 Prayer Journal 

Linda Grimes 

“What’s Behind Your Door?” 

Mary Kay Schwulst 

“Stuff—You Can’t Take It With You” 

Ruth Rodenberg 

“King David’s Medicine Cabinet” 

Session Leaders 

WMU Retreat 

March 27-28 2020 

Linden Valley Conference  
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Calling all VBS Construction Workers!!! 

 

February 24th at 6 pm all VBS Directors and Team 

members are invited to the annual VBS Meet and 

Greet, the official kick off for Alpha VBS. 

 

Directors, invite all your key people to join us  

Monday the 24th and let’s kick this off with a bang.  

We will be taking our first order for materials on 

that evening as well. 

Concrete and Cranes  
 

Beverly Smith VBS Director for Alpha Baptist 

Association 

 

PS 

We will be prepared to take the first of 

three VBS orders at this meeting! Remember 

ordering with the Association not only pro-

vides free shipping to your door but pro-

vides a way to fund the VBS activities.  

Also mark your calendar! The VBS training 

will be at First Baptist Church Centerville 

TN this year . 

 

Training this year will be at First Baptist 

Church Centerville, TN 

Saturday April 4th 2020 

 

9 am till approximately 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(I see Legos in our future) 

So, let’s get our hardhats on and get down 

to business because This VBS season will be 

upon us before we know it! 



Moderator:    Jerry McDonald 

Vice -Moderator:   Don Pollock 

Page 8 Treasurer: Carson Chessor     

Clerk:   Ruth Rodenberg  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Contact Us at : PO Box 219 Office: 931.729.4571 
alphaba1960@gmail.com 
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15 

20 

21 

22 
 

24 

Youth Leaders Meeting Alpha Office 9 am Breakfast 

Evangelism Meeting  7 pm FBC Centerville 
 

Evangelism Meeting 7 pm Faith BC Linden 

Evangelism Meeting 7 pm New Hope BC  

Hohenwald 

VBS Meet and Greet 6 pm Alpha Office 

March 

1-2 

7 

9-10 

13-14 

27-28 

State Evangelism Conference Brentwood 

VBS Team Mt Juliet 

State Secretaries Conference 

YEC 

WMU Ladies Retreat Linden Valley 

February Birthdays / Anniversaries 

February 

1  Kim Livingston, Highland 

2  Rev & Mrs. Mark Walton, Fairfield 

20  Jamie English, Flatwoods 

 

January 2020   Livengood  

Bread of Life    

Calvary Bible  $      50.00    

Centerville, 1st     

Cross Roads     

East Hickman     

Edgewood     

Fairfield     

Faith      

Flatwoods $179.00    

Garrett     

Highland $872.00    

Hohenwald, 1st $803.00    

Lick Creek $311.28    

Linden, 1st $332.85  $110.95  

Lobelville, 1st $147.41    

Maple Valley $187.57    

New Beginnings     

New Hope $400.00    

New Life      

Pine Grove $276.15    

Pinewood, 1st $521.34    

Piney     

Swan Creek $140.00    

Tom's Creek $1,402.82  $100.00  

Wrigley     

Total Church Giving $5,623.42  $210.95  

mailto:alphaba1960@gmail.com

