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SEEKING ADVICE
“Yet there shall be a space
between you and it, about
two thousand cubits by measure: come not near unto it,
that ye may know the way by
which ye must go: for ye
have not passed this way
heretofore.” Joshua 3:4 KLV
Likely you recognize this passage from Joshua to make
reference to how they were to
march, regarding the Ark of
the Covenant. I especially like
the part of the verse that
reads, “that ye may know the
way by which ye must go: for
ye have not passed this way
heretofore.”
Do you ever wonder what
next year holds? We operate
in the present but God
operates in the eternity.
Scripture says, “For now we
see through a glass, darkly;
but then face to face: now I
know in part; but then shall I
know even as also I am
known.” I Cor. 13:12 KJV
Recently a friend and I
were going to another town
to attend a seminar. Neither
of us knew the way having
never been there before. So
what did we do? We Googled
to get the directions.
Now having received the directions, I had a choice. I

could either follow the directions, or I could ignore
them. Thankfully we followed the directions and
arrived at our destination
without any difficulty.
That brings me to my next
point. When seeking advice, are you looking for
opinions,
everyone
has
one, or are you seeking information that has proven
to be credible.
Have you ever said, I wish.
This request could reflect
on a health condition, a financial
challe nge ,
a
strained relationship, and
the list goes on. But what
about when we say, I wish
I knew about tomorrow. It
is at this point that we are
standing at the door of
faith. A part of our Christian virtue is trusting in the
one who we cannot see,
but we have all confidence
in knowing He sees all.
I can liken this to a picture
I have on my desk at home
of myself and my small
grandson. Josh is holding
onto my finger as he is just
beginning to walk. As long
as he has hold of that finger, he can walk but as
soon as he let’s go, down
he goes.
Aren’t you thankful the fin-
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ger of God is always extended to offer support
when life’s journey is going tough? Scripture assures us of his devotion.
“Little children, yet a
little while I am with you.
Ye shall seek me: and as
I said unto the Jews,
Whither I go, ye cannot
come; so now I say to
you.
A new commandment I
give unto you, That ye
love one another; as I
have loved you, that ye
also love one another.
By this shall all men
know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love
one to another.” John
13:33-35 KJV
Good advice,
you say.

wouldn’t

Blessings, Pastor James
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January the 22nd the Alpha Baptist Association will host a

Ladies Bible Study

Pastors Seminar
“Conducting a Business Meeting”
With Larry Kirk.

First date scheduled for January 11th 2018
6:30 pm
Alpha Office
1476 Hwy 100 W., Centerville, TN 37033

This will be a very informative and interesting meeting for all pastors.
Please let our Director of Mission James
Parham know how many plan to attend.

Date/Time
Date(s) - Saturday 12/23/2017
7:30 pm - 9:30 pm
Location
Schermerhorn Symphony Center

Contact Scott Shepherd (sshepherd@tnbaptist.org) for
further information.

This is a 7 week study into strengthening
our daily walk with Him
Books cost $15 and can be ordered in advance on LifeWay.com
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The Heart of Christmas
By Tammy Lovell Stone
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There is comfort in the familiar. But we can’t always
stay comfortable and serve the Lord. And at the heart of
Christmas is something more than just the toys and tinsel
or even the tradition. It is the willingness to step out of
our comfort zone and really touch the lives of those in
our community.
Since the heart of Christmas actually dwells within us, it
is not a season. It is a focus, a disposition, a Heavenly
position. It is a decision to share Christ with our actions
not just this time of year but the whole year.
At the heart of Christmas lays the Christ Child who gave
up His place in Heaven to temporarily dwell on Earth.
He suffered much and was rejected by many. And yet He
had compassion.

“Good Morning.” I said to the young artist.
To which I received no reply.

The pale, thin man was in a long black hoodie. His sunken eyes and dark circles told a story of sleep deprivation. His dirty blond hair
was unkempt and looked like he jumped out
of bed without combing it. His fingers still
donned the colors of paint that inspired his
last creation. He sat, with his back to everyone sipping a very large mug of coffee as if to
say, “I am not awake. Please leave me alone.”
An hour or so went by and I offered him some
breakfast. He looked up at me with eyes half
closed and an upside down grin. “Still, not
awake”, I thought to myself.
For the rest of the day he was pretty much
MIA. I rarely saw him nor did the people interested in buying his paintings.
This young man and I had little in common or
I thought. And many times we use this as a
reason not to interact with those whom we are
not very familiar.

Of the many things that encompass Christ, the one that I
feel teaches me the most is His compassion. His quiet
spirit of servitude reminds us not to look at “me” but to
look at Jesus. We should see how He sees and act as He
acts.
The Heart of Christmas sees beyond the dust jackets that
cover our lives, the cloak that hides our true self from
this judgmental world. But, Jesus sees the inward person.
He knows why the world is solemn, why it is broken and
He weeps. But it doesn't cause Him to retreat and turn
away from those who need Him. His compassion causes
Him to extend his hand all the more.
Maybe some just need a kind word, or helpful jester to
see the heart of Christmas once again. There is hope. We
are here to share the hope. We are here to live the hope
and what better time than at Christmas the Season of our
Savior's birth.
But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with
compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. Matthew 9:36
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VBS Meet and Greet
Meal provided
When: January 8th 2018 6:30 pm

Church Security
The headlines are filled with the horrors of a
church family left devastated by an unexpected intruder.
What are we to do as a congregation to fulfill
our calling to the community and at the same
time protect our church family from tragedies
like these?
January the 11th at 6:00 pm New Hope
Baptist Church , 1247 Waynesboro Hwy,
Hohenwald, TN 38462 will be hosting a
Seminar by Mark LeMay of the Department
of Church Safety/ Securities and Risk Management for the Tennessee Baptist Mission
Board.
Mark will be addressing issues from the current risk of an active shooter to natural disasters.
This seminar is open to all pastors and their
security team. Please limit attendance to those
with direct involvement with your churches
security.
Respond with the number of attendees to
Doug Miller 931 628 1609

Where: Alpha Office 1476 Hwy 100 W
Centerville, TN
Who: Pastors VBS Directors and the
Alpha VBS Team
Why: Because it is

Theme Verse: His divine power has
given us everything required for
life and godliness through the
knowledge of him who called us by
his own glory and goodness. 2 Peter 1:3 (CSB)

Motto: Gear Up! Get Ready! Game
On!
Beverly Smith VBS Director
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This is the season of the year that I begin preparing and praying about giving to international missionary work around the world. Probably because
the International Mission Board of the Southern
Baptist Convention centers their attention around
international missions in the gifts collected in the
name of Lottie Moon, a missionary to China.
Peggy and I were appointed as Southern
Baptist Missionaries from 1960 until our retirement in 1992 so I have seen firsthand how important these gifts can be. We were involved intensely with hundreds of other missionaries in
Brazil. And, we were always planning to request
more funds for the expansion of the Baptist
Churches.
During our eight STATESIDE ASSIGNMENTS
we always promoted the work of international
missions. We were always thankful for Southern
Baptists and their generous contributions in partnering with us through the cooperative program.
In August 2007, shortly after we moved to Centerville, the current Director of Missions for the Alpha
Baptist Association Bro. Lynn Walker
invited me to speak at several churches in that association. We spoke at the ON MISSION WORLD
CONFERENCE. Some of you may remember that
Bro. Jerry Foust, my beloved Pastor for seven
years at First Baptist Church, accepted the invitation to allow me to lead a team of volunteers from
here to Brazil. That mission trip brought manifold
blessings to individuals, families and churches in
the following years. So much so that I am planning
to write and publish a book about it in the near
future.
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For several years I have spoken with many
churches about my experiences on the mission field.
I wish to inform and inspire others regarding international missions. But, this year, I approach my sunset years and a limited physical state of health.
Therefore, I want to focus my attention on just two
facts or decisions I believe can positively influence
participation of our churches. And hopefully double
the effectiveness in reaching further with more resources.
First, the suggestion to set a GOAL for the
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. Having a goal is crucial in proving the vision of the leadership. Please
keep in mind that this year's goal ought to be a little
higher than what was given last year.
Secondly, that the decision is made that all
giving beyond the goal will go to The Livengood
Fund. As you may know, the Livengood Fund assists
volunteers from our churches in funding missions
trips that might not otherwise be feasible for many
of our church members.
Approaching these two possibilities with
consideration and prayer, to find God's will for our
association, I believe, we could see a new period
of growth in missionary giving and going as volunteers better than ever before!
My son Andrew, who is a Brazilian by birth,
was born Christmas Day 1960. He is trying to convince me to take one more trip back to Brazil.
So, I would like to invite our dear Bro. James Parham, the current Director of Missions to join me on
this trip. If even half of our Churches of the Alpha
Baptist Association will accept this challenge, I believe, the $1,000.00 to make his trip "free of charge"
is possible for next year.
Thanks for allowing me to present these suggestions. I have seen function in churches where I have
been a member through the years!
In Christ,
Paul Stouffer
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Moderator: Keith Fulton
Vice-Moderator: Jerry McDonald

Treasurer:
Clerk:

Becky Hamilton
Ruth Rodenberg
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Christmas is coming….
Do you have your candy ready?
Join Us For A Candy Swap
Thursday, December 14, 2017
7:00 – 8:00 PM
Alpha Baptist Association
1476 Highway 100, Centerville
Bring 5 dozen candies –
4 dozen to swap and 1 dozen to taste
Enjoy a time of devotion and fellowship
Hot Chocolate Bar will be served
Please contact Ruth (931-729-4571) or Joy (615-330-1146) to let us know if you plan to
attend and the type of candy you will bring.

Is

the Cooperative Program an effective strategy for the 21st Century?
The Cooperative Program is more relevant now than ever before. The Cooperative Program has worked
since 1925 and will work for years and decades to come if Southern Baptists will recover their passionate
Great Commission focus and genuine spirit of cooperation.

Here are the basic components of the strategy:




Providing resources that disciple believers in a biblical understanding of stewardship.
Strengthen churches by providing stewardship resources that support and promote Cooperative Program Education.
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Moderator: Keith Fulton
Vice-Moderator: Jerry McDonald
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Clerk:
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

DECEMBER 2017
INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS MONTH
Month of December Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
3-10

Week of Prayer for International
Missions

25-1

Office Closed Merry Christmas!

JANUARY 2017
1

New Years Day office closed

8

VBS Meet and Greet 6:30 pm at the Alpha Office Pastors, Directors and Alpha Team Members

11

Church Security Seminar New Hope Baptist
Church, Hohenwald, TN 6 pm

11

First day for the Women’s Bible Study
Discerning the Voice of God 6:30 pm
Disaster Relief Training

20

Pastors “Conducting a Business Meeting” w/
Larry Kirk Alpha Office

22

25-27

November 2017
Beginning Balance
Bread of Life
Calvary Bible
Centerville, 1st
Cross Roads
East Hickman
Edgewood
Fairfield
Faith
Flatwoods
Garrett
Highland
Hohenwald, 1st
Lick Creek
Linden, 1st
Lobelville, 1st
Maple Valley
New Beginnings
New Hope
New Life
Pine Grove
Pinewood, 1st
Piney
Swan Creek
Tom's Creek
Wrigley
Total Church Giving

GENERAL FUND

LIVENGOOD

$113.93
$100.00

$791.69
$149.15
$133.95
$794.00
$846.00
$182.27
$543.53
$154.35
$122.74

$30.00
$162.58
$234.58
$280.00
$458.08
$5,096.85

$181.18

$162.58

$50.00
$393.76

Bi-Vocational Ministers and Wives Pigeon
Forge 6 pm

December
Birthdays and Anniversaries
3

Kenny Stone

15

Hal Falls, East Africa

20

Dr. Jim Chatham, FBC Centerville

20

Avery Jones, Edgewood

23

Rev. and Mrs. Jamie English, Flatwoods

Youth Director. Answer to prayer!
Bro Brandon Bass has accepted the nomination to and the Executive board has voted
Contact Us at : PO Box 219 Office: 931.729.4571
alphaba1960@gmail.com

