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Testimony from a hospital
room reprinted with permission from
Tina Blessitt
My 9-year-old's last-second request
surprised his doctor and taught me a
valuable lesson about sharing the gospel....Tina Blessitt
Last fall my 9-year-old son, Austin,
had his tonsils removed. Before the surgery, Austin 's anesthesiologist came to
start an IV. He was wearing a cool surgical cap covered in colorful frogs.
Austin loved that "frog hat."
The doctor explained that he had two
choices. He could either try to start the
IV, or he could wait until Austin was
up in the operating room. In the OR the
doctor would give Austin some "goofy"
gas, and start the IV when he was more
relaxed.
"So, Austin ," he asked, "which do you
want?"
Austin replied, "I'll take the gas."
But when the doctor started to leave,
Austin called, "Hey, wait."
The doctor turned. “Yeah, buddy, what
do you need?"
"Do you go to church?"
"No," the doctor admitted. "I know I
probably should, but I don't."
Austin then asked, "Well, are you
saved?"
Chuckling nervously, the doctor said,
"Nope. But after talking to you, maybe
it's something I should consider."
Pleased with his response, Austin answered, "Well, you should, 'cause Jesus
is great!"
"I'm sure He is, little guy," the doctor
said, and quickly made his exit.
After that a nurse took me to the waiting room. Someone would come and
get me when Austin 's surgery was
done.

After about 45 minutes, the anesthesiologist came into the waiting
room. He told me the surgery went
well and then said, "Mrs. Blessitt, I
don't usually come down and talk to
the parents after a surgery, but I just
had to tell you what your son did."
Oh boy, I thought. What did that
little rascal do now?
The doctor explained that he'd just
put the mask on Austin when my
son signaled that he needed to say
something.
When the doctor removed the mask,
Austin blurted, "Wait a minute, we
have to pray!"
The doctor told him to go ahead, and
Austin prayed, "Dear Lord, please
let all the doctors and nurses have a
good day.And Jesus, please let the
doctor with the frog hat get saved
and start going to church. Amen."
The doctor admitted this touched
him. "I was so sure he would pray
that his surgery went well," he explained. "He didn't even mention his
surgery. He prayed for me! Mrs
Blessitt, I had to come down and let
you know what a great little guy you
have."
A few minutes later a nurse came to
take me to post-op. She had a big
smile on her face as we walked to
the elevator.
"Mrs. Blessitt, I couldn't wait to tell
you something exciting that your
son did."
With a smile, I told her that the doctor already mentioned Austin 's
prayer.
"But there's something you don't
know," she said. "Some of the other
nurses and I have been witnessing
toand praying for that doctor for a
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long time. After your son's surgery, he tracked a few of us
down to tell us about Austin 's
prayer.He said, 'Well girls, you
got me. If that little boy could
pray for me when he was about
to have surgery, then I think
maybe I need his Jesus too."
She then recounted how they
joined the doctor as he prayed
to receive Christ right there in
the hospital.
Wow! Austin had played a
small part in something wonderful. But then, so did the
nurses who prayed and witnessed.
I thought about John's words in
his Gospel, "One sows and the
other reaps" (John 4:37 ).
Austin 's experience taught me
that, although we never know
which role we may be called to
play,in the end it doesn't matter. What's important is that we
remain faithful in sharing the
gospel.
Tina Blessitt, a freelance writer, lives with her husband and
four children in Kentucky ...
"Don't tell God how big your
troubles are--tell your trouble
HOW BIG YOUR GOD IS!”
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Alpha Baptist Association Men’s Conference

Calvary Bible
Pastor Kenny Stone

“Men After God’s Own Heart”
Many folks from
The Alpha VBS Team
came to help with
VBS this past July
14th, thank you!

August 17-18
Hickman Co AG Pavilion
Hickman County Fair Grounds

FBC Linden
Pastor Keith Fulton
Gospel Sing August 10th see page 6 for details
FBC Pinewood
The church family of
First Baptist Church
of Pinewood would
like to welcome our
new pastor Bro Dan
Richard, voted in
this past Sunday August 5th!

Speakers:
Steve Holt

Friday Night

Willie McLaurin
Phillip Chambers

Saturday Morning
Saturday Morning

Meals will be provided
Dinner Friday Night 6 pm

Tom’s Creek
Pastor Stan Vespie
Sunday July 22 We celebrated our 150th year of
service to our Lord!!! Had a wonderful time of
fellowship and remembrance and cannons firing
too!

Breakfast Saturday Morning 8-9:30 am
An offering will be taken both days

The Alpha Bit Volume 28 Issue 9

Page 3

Change Point 2018

November 2-3 2018
Youth grades 6 and up
Location: Fairfield Baptist
Church
Cost: $20
Friday 5 PM -Saturday 4 PM
Separate buildings provided for
girls and boys
The Youth Leaders are looking for the 2019 location for Change Point please contact the Alpha
Office if you are interested in hosting next year.
Certain space requirements are needed.

Sometimes our lives get complicated and
messy. We lose our focus and make
the unimportant things seem super
important. And in these moments we
would give anything to get back to
that newness we had when we first
started to follow Christ.
Loving God with everything that we
are renews our entire lives with a
new focus that cuts through the
mess. It’s like turning on the lights in a
dark room or wiping the finger
smudges from your sunglasses. Jesus
wants to renew your life and help
you turn your focus back on him
https://www.leadertreks.org/
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Think Deeply

Truth Walks Academy

Live with Purpose
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Starting August 6, 2018
Enrichment Courses:

Growth and Leadership:

1. The Gospel of John 101
2. Basic Christianity

1. Life of the Pastor

3. The Gospel of Mark 101

2. Life of the Deacon

4. In Depth Bible Study

3. The Gosepl of John 250

5.

4. Doctrine of Prayer

Truth Walks Academy seeks to train followers of Jesus to walk in truth and live with purpose. Our
courses are geared for you and your spiritual growth, as well as the spiritual growth of your church.
For more information visit truthwalksacademy.com of
Contact us at 615 682 8777 matt@truthwalksministry.org
Enroll today and truthwalksacademy.com
Truth Walks Ministry Apologetics Ministry
We are striving to encourage and to teach the local church body, schools, and institutions how to engage
the questions that are most commonly asked by skeptics, atheists and religious groups. Thi is done
through training sessions, conferences and or classes taught by our team.
Schedule an Apologist for your church, school or institution contact Matt Taylor
615 682 8777 matt@truthwalksministries.org

Regional Music Ministry Leadership Conference
Check out the conference near you
https://www.tnbaptist.org/?s=music+clinic
Conference Fee: $25/person
Schedule:
8:30 – Registration
9:00 – Conference Worship
9:35 – Breakout Session #1
10:35 – Coffee Break/Fellowship
11:00 – Breakout Session #2
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The Danger in Drifting
My eyes feel sticky as I blink groggily trying to wake. I feel water moving in what seems like a slow lullaby rhythmically splashing as each
new wave makes its way to me and beyond. My mouth is dry and my
lips are cracked. I am floating on the sea. To my amazement my vessel of choice is a large inter-tube. You know, the kind more suited for
a day at the lake than a journey on the ocean.
In my tiredness I sought a relaxing, whimsical, cool, kind of breezy day at the beach where my
cares melt away. But my pilgrimage has turned into something else. I am on spiritual auto-pilot.
Somewhere along the way I stopped pushing toward the prize Christ set before me. And because
I stopped seeking God I misunderstood the source of my weariness. Aimlessly I find myself floating, drifting without an anchor or even a rudder for that matter.
The rain is coming and I am exposed. Enormous waves will crash and I cannot but fear where
they will take me. Will I capsize? Will I drown? Wet and alone my mind races with all the possibilities.
Many times we become weary and feel we need rest. So we do a lot of things to seek this rest.
We take a vacation, go shopping, get a manicure or whatever we think will take our mind off our
troubles. But what our weariness really needs is a spiritual oasis for our thirsty soul.
Maybe we think it will take too much energy to get up and go to Bible study or spend more than 3
minutes in prayer. So we put it off or seek serenity elsewhere as I have done.
My attempts to refresh myself are fruitless because I now am positioned where I am surrounded
by water, yet I cannot drink of it. And so I drift spiritually because I am too weary and weak to do
anything else.
Sometimes, spiritual drifting can look more like a rat race. Maybe, like me, you have a hard time
saying, “No.” And the weariness we feel comes from being overworked, overloaded, and overwhelmed. Bouncing from one task to the next in a long line of days with very little purpose except
to grease the squeaky wheel.
When was the last time we ask, “Is this what God wants or am I just busy living? Is what I am doing keeping me from God's purpose? Is my work eternal or have I settled for the temporary because it's just easier?”
Like floating on an inter-tube in the sea, we are in danger if we are not seeking refuge in the only
One who can recharge our spiritual batteries and give us the direction we need to stop drifting.
Grab hold of our Anchor now because the danger in drifting is a kind of spiritual suicide that facilitates the death of our soul.
Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28 NIV
Written by Tammy Stone-Calvary Bible Church
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Sunday School Conference August 16th Thursday Evening 6:30 PM
FBC Lobelville
Discover the “Key” to a successful Sunday School
Program. Director’s bring your key to win!

On behalf of Christian Artist,
Michael W. Smith….We would
like to invite you and your congregation to an event called
Surrounded. it’s a FREE worship and prayer event that Michael is leading and it’s going
to be held on Thursday, August
30th at 7:00 pm at Bridgestone
Arena downtown Nashville.
Please visit our website: SurroundedEvent.com for details,
or call us at 615.544.5204. We
would love to share more with
you and get promotional materials sent to you for your congregation. Thank you and May
God bless you! We hope to
see you there!
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Moderator: Keith Fulton
Vice-Moderator: Jerry McDonald

Treasurer:
Clerk:

Becky Hamilton
Ruth Rodenberg
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MONTHLY RECEIPTS
AUGUST 2018
6

Executive Brd Meeting 7 pm Alpha Office

7

Secretary and Clerk Training 6:30 PM

10

Gospel Sing FBC Linden

16

Sunday School Training FBC Lobelville

17-18 Men’s Conference Hickman Co Fairground

SEPTEMBER 2018
3

Labor Day Office Closed

9

Grand Parents Day

17

Directors and officers Calendar Meeting 6 pm

20

Bro James Parham’s Birthday

24

Budget Meeting 6 pm

Beginning Balance
Bread of Life
Calvary Bible
Centerville, 1st
Cross Roads
East Hickman
Edgewood
Fairfield
Faith
Flatwoods
Garrett
Highland
Hohenwald, 1st
Lick Creek
Linden, 1st
Lobelville, 1st
Maple Valley
New Beginnings
New Hope
New Life
Pine Grove
Pinewood, 1st
Piney
Swan Creek
Tom's Creek
Wrigley
Total Church Giving

July

LIVENGOOD

$100.00

$528.31
$102.00
$63.00
$781.00
$907.00
$226.40
$244.81
$120.91
$115.02

$81.60

$400.00
$30.00

$37.50
$280.00

$3,935.95

$81.60

AUGUST
Birthdays and Anniversaries
7

Enlo Ray Jansto Wrigley

22

Rev. & Mrs. Ken Stone, Bible Calvary

23

Rev & Mrs. Jerry McDonald, New Hope

25

Tom Jansto Wrigley

30

Barbara Fulton, FBC Linden

Contact Us at : PO Box 219 Office: 931.729.4571
alphaba1960@gmail.com

