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DOM Pastor’s corner 

 

As I write this memo I am reminded 

of an old song some of you may 

remember that went, “life is like a 

mountain railroad, with an engineer 

that’s brave” one part says “watch 

the curves the hills the tunnels never 

falter, never fail”.  From these words 

we are reminded, life has its ups and 

downs, for these times we turn to 

scripture for strength and 

encouragement. The Psalmist says, 
Psa 121:1  I will lift up mine eyes unto the 

mountains: from whence shall my help 

come?  

He ends this with a question but we 

are not left without the answer that 

comes in the next verse. 
Psa 121:2  My help cometh from the 

LORD, which made heaven and earth.  

  

The months of April and May surly 

went by quickly but may I say it has 

been exciting getting to make new 

acquaintances and visiting in differ-

ent Churches. 

For those of you whom I haven’t 

visited yet, I would like invitations 

but if I don’t receive those, I’ll just 

have to invite myself, humor. 

Blessings in Christ 

Pastor James 

We have begun the season 

of VBS. Many of our church 

families are deep into the 

studies and many more are 

preparing for the days 

coming ahead. Please keep 

all of our workers across 

the Association, the state 

of Tennessee and this great 

country of ours. Pray that 

God’s word will be pro-

claimed and young ears will 

hear and except your Son 

as their personal Savior 

Many have asked about the 

fund raiser for Gabe Stone on 

May the 6th. The totally de-

posited to the Stones was 

$2540 but more donations 

have come in since then and I 

have it from good authority 

that the total is now up to 

$3070. Praise the Lord. Thank 

you all for your faithful service 

and help in this.  

July the 3rd Bread of Life is 

hosting their Annual Inde-

pendence Day Celebration 

and would like to extend an 

invitation to all who would 

like to attend. Heading east, 

just go out to Hwy 100/46/7 

Intersection and turn right, 

Bread of Life is on the east or 

left-hand side of the road. 
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October 20-21, 2017 

Harvest Weekend 

for Women 

at FBC, Hohenwald 

Make Plans To Join Us!! 

 

Mark your calendars NOW for this year’s Har-
vest Weekend for Women at FBC, Hohenwald. 
Our speaker this year will be Marie Armenia. 
Her mother, Molly Bruno, was an example for 
The Kendrick Brothers as they were writing 
the script for the #1 Movie - “War Room” and 
they refer to her as "The Modern Day Miss 
Clara." 

 

Marie is married to Phil & they have one son 
& three grandchildren. She is a songwriter, as 
well as a writer of books & articles in Chris-
tian magazines. At the Retreat this weekend, 
you can purchase Marie’s book. “How To 
Make A Meatball”. 

 

We hope you will join us for HWW this year 
at FBC, Hohenwald! 

ALPHA BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATION 

MEN’S CONFERENCE 
 

 

DON’T MISS 
THE MARK! 

 

 

 

Romans 3:23 

For all have sinned and come short of 

the glory of God 

Linden Valley Conference Center 

Friday and Saturday October 27th and 28th 

2017 

Sign up by September 1st 99.00 per person 

Bluebird (bring your own linens)  $89.00 

per person 
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“Rejoice!” Father’s Day with a 

Twist 
 
After my 
father’s 

death sev-
eral years 

ago, I 
grieved not 

just from 
the loss of 

him per-

sonally but from the closing of a door on 

my longing for him to be the Dad I 
thought he could. It wasn't that he did-

n't love me. But, for whatever reason, 
he couldn't give up the bottle. 

 
I tried to fit my dad into a mold. A mold 

of the dad I wanted him to be.  But he 
was only himself, flaws and all. 

 
Sometimes we place high expectations 

on ourselves or those we love. But, in 

our human state we aren't able to live 

up to them. 
 

Instead of rejoicing in the dad God gave 
me, I desired something else. Maybe to 

some it is justified to expect the best 
from our loved ones. But, for others, it 

is an emotionally crippling state to con-
stantly know you have, yet again, let 

your family down. 
 

Sometimes we are so overwhelmed that 

we create our own reality, a reality in 

which the suffering, uncomfortable part 
of life vanishes. The problem with this 

line of thinking is it will not bring heal-
ing. 

 
One day, usually far in the future be-

yond our routine and naively created 
mindset, all of it resurfaces. The mas-

sive overflow of negative emotions and 

sense of overwhelming loss is devastat-
ing. 

 
Years of pent up anxiety and grief hemor-

rhage from our soul. It felt like the ghost 
of the past rushed from behind and run 

me over like a Mac Truck. 
 

I metaphorically lay in the middle of a 
desolate, very silent, and barren land and 

sank into the earth in despair. Barely 
breathing with my mind numb, life as I 

knew it came to a screeching halt. God 
said it is time to unearth this lie and heal 

it with My Truth. 
 

God spoke sweet words of comfort to my 
soul. “I am your Heavenly Father. I am 

the one you seek. I can meet all your 
needs. You don't need an illusion of who 

your earthly father should be. You need a 
revelation of who your heavenly father is! 

 
Those times you wanted your father's 

comfort but he could not give it, I was 
there and I did. I saw your first and only 

concert. I ushered you off to your senior 
prom. Even though it felt many times like 

you didn't have a father, you did. It was 
me. 

 
I was there the day each of your children 

were born, the day you got your first kiss 
and the day the world came crashing 

down. It was I who lovingly held you and 
comforted you. 

 
Before your first tear, I knew the steps I 

had planned for you. I knew the path you 
would take. I spared not even my Son as 

I placed the stepping stones before you 
asking you to trust Me. If your father had 

been the man you envisioned you would 
not know Me like you do. Rejoice in what 

you have been given.” 
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Mission Fair Family Fun! 
   Come feel the Mission Experience,    

From Far away to our own backyard! 

Meet Missionaries from the Field 

Dear Mission Friends, 

We are nearing the third  Mission Fair. July 22, 2017 at FBC Centerville, from 10 am to 2 pm. 

Many of  you remember the first Fair at First Baptist Church of Centerville. It was so exciting 

and informative to see and hear and taste the sights and flavors of all the different mission 

fields. But most important of all was the impact of the need to spead the Good News. 

Once again we have the table coverings in black, long enough to reach the floor for each of 

the tables. Between the Association and First Baptist Church, we will be able supply all of the 

tables necessary for each display.  

 There are many resources available from the IMB, NAMB and our association has items for 

your use so contact the office and see what is here. This is a very exciting endeavor but 

preparation is required for us to properly bring the mission fields to life for this event. Please 

take your time to plan, prepare and participate in this worthy adventure. 

Nancy Milam 
Alpha Missions Director 

Special Activities  

for Children  

of all ages 
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I went to a funeral today. It is not 
ever on my, I really want to do list 

but my new boss James Parham had 
just lost his 21 year old grandson 

and I felt that I really should be 
there.  

I made my way into the packed fu-

neral home, the Funeral Directors 
were scrambling to find extra chairs 

for the overflow of mourners and I 
found a seat with friends.  

The music played and everything 
was going as funerals do until the 

Lord took control.  
Bro Parham stood up as many min-

isters have done in the past and be-
gan the difficult task of eulogizing 

his own flesh and blood.  He spoke 
lovingly about his grandson. He re-

counted the days they were able to 
spend with the young man. He re-

called the day his grandson accept-

ed Christ and the day Bro James 
was honored to baptize him and the 

service began to come to its inevita-
ble close. 

Then the Holy Spirit came down so 
heavy on the room that you could 

feel the weight of His presence. Bro. 
Parham began to walk down the Ro-

man road one step, one verse at a 
time, all from memory and all from 

the heart; he laid out the clear path 

to follow. Bro James lovingly showed 

how God made it so simple; there is 
nothing you can do to earn, no one can 

inherit, there is no merit system and you 
cannot suffer enough to gain your eter-

nal salvation. It is God’s gift. 
At that moment, Bro James stepped in 

front of the body of his own grandson 
and asked for all who had made a pro-

fession of faith to come forward and 
meet him at the casket.  

The moment came, no one moved, it 
seemed that this invitation would go un-

heeded as many have before and then, 
one man stood sidestepped his way out 

of the aisle and made his way to the 

front. Unaware that his mike was still on, 
Bro James spoke to the man, congratu-

lated him on his courage and as they 
were speaking, another, then another, 

stood up and made their way to the cas-
ket. Then praise God the Holy Spirit just 

moved in a mighty way and young men 
began to stand up and move forward. 

Two young ladies also joined the group 
up front until there were 17 professing 

new Christians standing proudly in front 
of a cloud of witnesses! 

There wasn’t a dry eye in the place and I 
know from personal experience that the 

moment the Holy Spirit moved, He not 

only moved in the lives and our new 
brothers and sisters, He moved in the 

hearts of all who believed this day. I 
praise God I serve a living Savior and He 

is in the world today! 
 

Ruth Rodenberg 
Ministry Assistant Alpha Baptist Associa-

tion 
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11-16 

12-16 

12-16 

13-14 

17-21 

19-23 

26-31 

VBS at Cross Roads, Fairfield, FBC Hohenwald 

Executive Board Meeting 7 pm Alpha Office 

VBS East Hickman 

VBS New Hope 

VBS New Life 

SBC Annual Meeting Phoenix AZ 

VBS Pinewood 

VBS Pine Grove 

VBS Maple Valley 

JULY 2017 

3 

4 

17 

22 

Bread of Life Independence Day Celebration 

Independence Day 

VBS Bread of Life 

Mission Fair FBC Centerville 10-2pm 

 

5  Tommy Cagle,  

6 Amanda Spann FBC Hohenwald 

7 Rev. and Mrs. JJ King, New Beginnings 

8   Rev & Mrs. Matthew Brown, Bread of Life 

9   Kelvin & Jetta Smith, Hohenwald 1st  

15   Jerry McDonald, New Hope 

18   Mark Walton, Fairfield 

23 Dr. and Mrs. Jim Chatham, FBC Centerville 

25   Mary McDonald, New Hope 

28 JJ King, New Beginnings 

29 Bert & Amanda Spann  

MAY RECEIPTS 
GENERAL 

FUND 
LIVENGOOD 

May 2017     

Bread of Life     

Calvary Bible $100.00    

Centerville, 1st $124.46    

Cross Roads $100.00    

East Hickman     

Edgewood $75.00    

Fairfield $770.93    

Faith  $233.50    

Flatwoods     

Garrett $62.00    

Highland $939.00    

Hohenwald, 1st $841.00  $631.00  

Lick Creek $318.15    

Linden, 1st $255.00  $85.00  

Lobelville, 1st $149.26    

Maple Valley $142.50    

New Beginnings     

New Hope     

New Life  $20.00    

Pine Grove $150.00    

Pinewood, 1st $269.82    

Piney     

Swan Creek $280.00    

Tom's Creek $907.05  $50.00  

Wrigley $64.86    

Total Church Giving $5,802.53  $766.00  
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