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thing you know, we think, 
it’s not so important, fail-
ing to realize the effect it 
is having on us spiritually. 
 
Remember the song our 

children sing, “The Devil 
is a sly old fox, I’d like to 
catch him and put him in 
a box. Put him in a box 
and throw away the key, 
for all those tricks he’s 
played on me”. 
 
It would be wonderful if it 
were that simple, but the 
truth of the matter is, as 

we find him described in  
1 Peter 5:8b your 
adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom he 
may devour.  
  
 

 

 

 

Challenges 

For 2018 
James Parham DOM 

There is much in the 
Christian news these 
d a y s  a b o u t 
“Revitalization”. Confer-

ences and seminars con-
ducted. 
 
 This causes me to ask 
myself “what does this 
mean?” 
 
I find an answer in one 
of the songs found in 
most of our hymnals, 
likely based on Psalms. 

85:6 .“Revive us again”.  
 
The stress and strain of 
life seems to take its toll 
on us and we fail to 
spend time in scripture 
reading and prayer. Next 

If you look for truth, 

you may find com-

fort in the end;  

 

If you look for com-

fort you will not get 

either comfort or 

truth. 

 

C. S. Lewis 
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Deacon Refresher and Training Course 

 

Date Changed to March 5th 6:30 PM at the Alpha 

Office 

 

The class is tailored for the newest deacon in 

your church to our seasoned veterans. We are 

never too old to pick up a few great pointers! 

Please make a point of informing your men of this 

great opportunity. 

 

 

 

Youth Event 
 

 

See additional information on the TBMB website 

or www.yectn.org 

 

 

 

First Baptist Church Linden  

Pastor Keith Fulton … upcoming events  

March 4th  we will have a Gideon speaker 

March 25th at 6pm will be our Easter Cantata 

March 31 1-2PM will be our Easter Egg Hunt  

Fairfield Baptist Centerville 

Pastor Mark Walton 

April 29thYouth Dinner Theater “The Gong 

Show” 

Celebrate Recovery Every Tuesday and 

Thursday night at 6:30 

Prayer Initiative The sanctuary is open for 

prayer every Thursday night at 6 pm 

Chili Cook-off and Desert Auction raised 

$1,676.81 for our World Vision kids and the 

Livengood Fund 

First Baptist Pinewood 

Still seeking God’s will for a pastor 

Lick Creek Baptist  Linden 

Still Seeking God’s will for a pastor 

Calvary Bible  

Pastor Kenny Stone 

Calvary Bible is preparing and praying for in-

crease. Pray for them as they embark on a 

new calling program 
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The Foundling 
Ruth Rodenberg 

I  recently found my-
self watching the 

“Anne With an E” se-
ries. It is a retelling of 
the “Anne of Green Ga-
bles” story that many of 
us enjoyed years ago. 
 
As Anne and Mathew, 
her new adopting father 
figure, traveled toward 
Green Gables, Anne 
marveled at every new 

sight. Her attitude was one of gratitude and won-
der.  
Mathew never had the heart to tell Anne that he 
went to the train station to pick up a boy from the 
foundling agency. Not a girl! It wasn’t until she ar-
rived at the door of what was to be her new home, 
the first home she would ever know, that the reali-
ty of her situation struck her.  
I cried with the knowledge that Anne had never 
been wanted or loved by any single person. And 
Anne was facing the real possibility that she was 
now going to be unwanted by her new family. She 
was not the boy they had requested.  
 
I admired her attempts to persevere against the  
knowledge that she was not the perfect boy that 
the Cuthbert’s wanted. That she was going to be 
returned to a life of servitude and abuse the very 
next morning. In the face of that very real possibil-
ity, the fact that she was still able to savor the day 
was admirable.  
She determined that no matter what, she was go-
ing to file away these memories, these short few 
hours of bliss to feed on when the inevitable hap-
pened and she was returned to her miserable exist-
ence. 
Anne declared that she could do any chores need-
ed and that she was a good worker. But her peti-
tions fell on deaf ears. She could stay for the night 

but she just wasn’t what they needed 
 
This may seem strange but the image of Christian 
life slipped in my head as I watched the tentative 
steps our young heroine took to try and gain a 
foothold in the Cuthbert home. 
They were set in their ways, she wasn’t what they 
were looking for. There were a number of “good” 
reasons not to include her. 
 
Anne turned out to be the very person the Cuth-
bert’s needed to complete their family. But if they 
had stayed their original course, they would have 
missed out on the blessings that Anne brought to 
them for many years to come. 
The Cuthbert’s were in turn, exactly what Anne 
needed for had she been rejected once more she 
very well may have slipped into the depths of des-
pair. 
 
Why you ask did this remind me of our Christian 
experience?  
Often the answer to our petitions for help is in 
someone we really were not expecting. The person 
you thought would be the very best fit is not who 
God had in mind for that task. 
The Israelites wanted a king. Their choice was eve-
rything the world would have expected. They were 
enthralled with King Saul. He was the whole pack-
age. But he was not God’s choice.  
Each and every one of us have been giving at least 
one special gift to serve God. He does not make 
mistakes. He does not gift someone just to tread 
water until another more “appropriate” person 
comes along.  
If you think, surely this is not what He intended, 
pray and rethink your priorities! 
 
Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a 
good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dis-
mayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whither-
soever thou goest. 
Joshua 1 :9 
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The Island 
 

S ometimes as Christians we can detach our-
selves from the world and draw ourselves into 

a bubble. This can be like living on our very own self
-contained island. We try to control all the influ-
ences in our lives, and we should be very careful. 
But, we can retreat from the world to the extent 
that we are eliminating our influence for Christ. 
And doesn't the world so desperately need Him. 
 
We are supposed to be a big part of reaching out. 
That is why the church is in the world. But I am 
afraid much of the time, even in my own life, I am 
trying to live on my own little island. The Island of 
Stone – The Island of Refuge – The Island of Con-
tentment. Sometimes we retreat to our island, we 
lick our wounds and then we shrink back and let 
the world go by. 
 
Jesus loves, even those, we think are unworthy. He 
loved them enough to die for them. And most im-
portantly He loves them as much as He loves the 
obedient child of God. 
 
It is good to retreat for a time to refresh ourselves 
in the presence of the Lord. We find Jesus doing 
that many times. But we, just as He, cannot remain 
there. 

 
We have been given the gift of eternal life. We be-
lieve His promises. We know He will never forsake 
us nor leave us. The lost do not know. Stop and 
think about that for a moment. What if we didn't 
have Him?   
 
Without Him we would believe the lies of the ene-
my that say we are worthless and unlovable. We 
would believe that there is no God and that if He 
does exist He sure doesn't care about me. 
 
Let us throw out the fishing line of compassion and 
step into the world, not as a resident, but as an ex-
ample for what God walking among us should be. 
We have His Spirit within us. We must walk with it 
among our fellow man. 
We must step into that deep ocean of corruption in 
a fallen world and show them that our God still 
walks on water. We have the God given capacity. 
But we will have to get off the island.   
 
Make no mistake we will go out and come back 
wounded as if we have done battle. Because we are 
in a battle. We must then retreat back to our island 
asking God to comfort us. And then maybe our lives 
will look a little more like Jesus in that moment 
then they did before. He went out. He did Gods will. 
He returned to the Father for comfort and suste-
nance to go again another day. 
 
We must go to teach them. We must go to tell 
them. We cannot draw them to us. We must go to 
them. We must leave the island. We don't have to 
live off the island but we must go. 
 
Now the just shall live by faith; but if anyone draws back, My 

soul has no pleasure in him. But we are not of those who draw 

back to perdition, but those who believe to the saving of the 

soul. Hebrews 10:38-39 NKJV 

Tammy Stone 

Calvary Bible Church 
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. Linden Valley Conference Center 

March 16-17 

 

WMU Ladies Retreat 

 

Too many breakouts to mention here. 

Come out and join your favorite WMU Team as 

we study God’s Word, fellowship together as 

Women of God and have a whole lot of FUN! 

 Alpha Women’s Retreat 
March 16-17, 2018 

 

REGISTRATION: Due March 2, 2018 

 (May pay half by 3/2/18 and remainder at the retreat) 

 

Rates with Lodging/Meals: 
Includes 3 meals, lodging, snacks & materials 

 
1 per room $142 per person 
2  per room $96 per person 
3  per room $87 per person 
4  per room $82 per person 

Please note if registrant is a youth ages 12-18 

Bluebird Dormitory 
Must bring own bedding & towels 

$73 per person 
 

Rates without lodging or meals: $29 

Includes camp fee, snacks & materials 

Individual Meals $10 each 

 

All registrations and checks should be mailed to: Alpha 

Baptist Association,  

P.O. Box 219, Centerville, TN 37033.  

Checks should be made payable to: Alpha Baptist Associ-

ation. 

 

Theme Verse: 

It’s not important who does the planting, or who does 

the watering.  What’s important is that God makes the 

seed grow.  

 1 Corinthians 3:7 NLT 

 

Please Pray 

 
Please pray for the Alpha WMU team as they plan this re-

treat.  It is our hope and prayer that all the honor and glory 

go to God and that each person in attendance goes home 

with a renewed sense of wanting to grow! 

  Alpha WMU Team  
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WMU Day - Brunch 

Saturday February 17th 
from 9 – 11 am 

There is no charge for this event 

 

Where:  Alpha Baptist  

Association 

1476 Hwy 100 W 

Centerville, TN 37033 

 
 

A time for us to celebrate and 

contemplate; 

What are we doing for the cause 

of missions and what can we do in 

the future? 

 
Sponsored by the Alpha Baptist WMU Team 

 

 

 

 

Fairfield Baptist Church 

Registration 8:30 am 

 
Saturday March 3 Your Alpha VBS 

Team is offering a Training Ses-

sion for all VBS Teachers, Helpers, 

Directors and Pastors.  

Make it a priority to come out 

and learn about this years VBS 

Curriculum. 

It is vitally important to the 

growth of our local churches in 

reaching the children of our com-

munities.  

The Alpha Team been to State 

Training and is  ready to share 

with you all about Game ON 

Motto: Gear Up! Get Ready! Game 

On! 

 

Beverly Smith VBS Director 
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Vice-Moderator:  Jerry McDonald 
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Is the Cooperative Program an effective strategy for the 21st Century? 

The Cooperative Program is more relevant now than ever before. The Cooperative Program has worked since 

1925 and will work for years and decades to come if Southern Baptists will recover their passionate Great 

Commission focus and genuine spirit of cooperation. 

Here are the basic components of the strategy: 

 Providing resources that disciple believers in a biblical understanding of stewardship. 

 Strengthen churches by providing stewardship resources that support and promote Cooperative Program Education. 

FEBRUARY 18TH 2018 6 PM 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, HOHENWALD TN 

SPEAKER BRANDON BASS 

 

FEBRUARY 25TH 2018 6 PM 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, CENTERVILLE TN 

SPEAKER JIMMY ANDREWS 

 

MARCH 4TH 2018 6 PM 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, LOBELVILLE TN 

SPEAKER MATT BREWER 

ALPHA BAPTIST  

ASSOCIATION 

EVANGELISM  

CONFERENCE 



Moderator:    Keith Fulton 

Vice-Moderator:  Jerry McDonald 

Page 8 Treasurer:     Becky Hamilton 

Clerk:   Ruth Rodenberg  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Contact Us at : PO Box 219 Office: 931.729.4571 
alphaba1960@gmail.com 
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17 

 

18 

 

24 

24 

 

25 

 

 

WMU Day Brunch Alpha Office 9-11 am 

 

Alpha Evangelism Meeting FBC Hohenwald 

 

Alpha VBS Training Team goes to Nashville! 

Brotherhood Meeting 8 am 

 

Alpha Evangelism Meeting FBC Centerville 

MARCH 2018  

February 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

FEBRUARY 2018 

1  Kim Livingston, Highland 

2  Rev & Mrs. Mark Walton, Fairfield 

8 Susan Springer, Cross Roads 

20  Jamie English, Flatwoods 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 

 

9-10 

 

16-17 

 

 

VBS Training Fairfield Baptist Church 8:30 am 

 

Alpha Evangelism Meeting FBC Lobelville 

 

Deacon Training (Change of Date) 

 

YEC 

 

Alpha WMU Retreat 

JANUARY 2018 RECEIPTS THIS MONTH LIVENGOOD 

Beginning Balance     

Bread of Life     

Calvary Bible     

Centerville, 1st $180.20    

Cross Roads $100.00    

East Hickman $643.70    

Edgewood     

Fairfield 757.41   

Faith  $135.75    

Flatwoods $86.19    

Garrett     

Highland $409.00    

Hohenwald, 1st $1,065.00    

Lick Creek     

Linden, 1st $335.81  $111.95  

Lobelville, 1st $138.03    

Maple Valley $128.10    

New Beginnings     

New Hope $800.00    

New Life  $30.00    

Pine Grove $470.57    

Pinewood, 1st $758.81    

Piney $37.50    

Swan Creek     

Tom's Creek $797.98  $50.00  

Wrigley     

Total Church Giving $6,874.05  $161.95  

mailto:alphaba1960@gmail.com

